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re ae OF 1) 
| STATVTES | ie. 
COMPYLED FOR T}. 1] 
BETTER OBSERVATIO? 
O F 
THE HOLY RVLE OF 
THE MOST GLORIOVS FATHER 
AND 
PATRIARCH S. BENEDICT 
Confirmed by the ordinary Authoritie of the tight he- 
gorable.ad Rewer. Father in Chr. the Lo.MATTHIAS 
HO VIVS Archbishop of Macklin and Primate of 
the Netherlands &c.as alfoe by authority from the 
Pepe his Holyneffe delegated to him,and by him 
deliueredto the English Religious VVoemen 
of the Monaftery ofour bleffed Lady the 


perpetual! Virgin Mary in Bruxelles and 
to all their Succeffours ; 


Quis cfthemo quitimet Dominum ; legem flatuet is 
é1in via quam elegit. P fal. 24. Ne 
Vr bat akinde of perfon ts that , who feareth ur lord 


hee will conf:itute him alaw for that State of life | 
where of hee hath made choyce : 


Printed att G ant byloos Dooms, 
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“Le at ye 
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SEEAEAE SEES \3 


THE FIRST PARTE 
‘OF THE STATVTES ie 
OF THOSE THINGS THAT if 
Appertayne to common Difciplyne 
AND ARE TO BEE 
“\OBSERVEDIOF ALL 
CHAPTER I. 
Of Piety. 


NENG HERE as the cheifeft fcope 
) “4 and end of Euery Religious 
/iy Order isto advance the Protel- 
; fours there of to the Saluation 
and (pirituall perfe@ion of their Soules, the- 7 
refore all thatenter this Congregation, mult we 
dilligently apply themfelues, that by meete WM 
and conueénient, meanes, they may atrayne ie 
tothe propofed end of their Vocation: the 11] ' 
cheife meanes where of are, the exercifes of 

true picty,and denotion,as often prayer, me- 
: Az ditation, 
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4 THe Firsr PArnrgE. 
ditation,confeflion oftheir Sinnes ,the holy 
Communion,and the Mortification ofthem- 
felues ; 


2. Befides the tyme appoynted for the | 






accomplishing of the deuyne Office , and | 


reading of {pirituall bookes,euery one shall 
each day imploy one whole hower in men- 
tall prayer. the which tyme that they may 
fruytefully {pend, to the comfort of their 


Soules;the Abbeffe shall endeauour that thy 


may bee inftruced by fuch fpirituallmen, as 
are well experienced in that godly exercife 
thatthey may not onely ftirr vpp in them- 
felues , fuch affeGions as may further them 
to vertue, but thatthey may alfoe the better 
difcouer the illufions of the Ghoftly Enemy 
and know howto auoyde them; 

3. Ifanyotthe Religious bee found vn 
apt for this kinde of exercife, lett her beftow 
the afforefayd tyme, either in vocall prayer, 
orinfome otherdeuoute imployment, ac- 
cording to the Iudgment of the Ghoftly 
Father ; , 

4. They shall confeffe and Communi- 
cate once euery weeke,the which they shall 
doe alfoe vppon the cheifefte Feaftsof the 
Church,and the Order ; except the ghoftly 
Father shall iudge fome tymes otherwife, 
for fome in perticuler, and more then this 
they may bee permitted ; as the Apher 
Wit 
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with the approbation of the Ghoitly Father 
shall thinke good ; 

Whenthey haue made their vowes 
and profeffion, for three dayes they shall re- 
ceaue the holy Eucharift; that they confi- 
dering the greatneffe ofthe benefitt which 
they haue receaued, they may become more 
gratefullto the king of heauen to whom 
they are efpowled. 

6. Outofthetyme of Confeffion none 
shall fpeake with her ghoftly Father vppon 
any pretence whatfoeuer, butin fuch man- 
ner,and tyme as to the Abbefle , and 
Superiour shall feeme meetelt , and then 
leaue shalbee graunted toconferr with him 
foe oft,as the Abbeffe or Superior shall per- 
ceaue that it willbee for her good , that re- 
quefteth licence: which licence the Prio- 
refle, Miftris of the nouices,4d Cellarier may 
grantetothofe that are ynder their feuerall 
Charges: foe that firftthey know the gho- 
{tly Father his opinion whether,and in what 
manner hee shall thinke ic profitable for 


‘ them: 


7. The Lady Abbeffe muft fetr downea 
certayne tyme for their confeflions,andshee 
muft fee that all goe to one ghoiftly Father 
( whom the Bishopp shall appoynte them 
for that purpofe) ifthe number will permite 
it,otherwife shee with her Conuenc shall 

A 3 choofe 



























po if 





THe Frast Parte 


choofe another approued by the Ordinary, 
vnto whom that parte of the Conuent shalk 
confeffe . whichthe Abbeife shall thinke 
goodtoappoynte; ne | 
. 8 None ofthe Religious shall prefume. 
to cenfure her Confeffor, either in the way 
-ofprayfing or difcommending him before 
others,neither by Comparifon to prefer the 
one a bouethe other, or to manifeit their de+ 
feats, but onelyto the Abbeffe; and if hee 
haug given Countayle or aduife to any of: 
them, lett ker not ditcouer itin any fuch fort, 
that any hurt or detrimét may entue thereof; 
9. Theyshallall confefle to their Ordi- 
nary Ghoitly Father,and to noeother,except 
the Abbeile giue them leave, and all shall 
confefle twice or thrice euery yeareto that 
Preiftthatthe moft Reuerend lord Bishopp 
in {peciall manner for that purpofe shall 
appoynte;alfoethe Lady Abbefle shall pro- 
uide iome three or fower Preitts (according 
tothe number ofthe Covent) vnto whom, 
by her leaue they may confetle, as often as 
shee shalldeeme fitting for their fpirituall 
good, hauing norwithitanding {till good re= 
gard,that shee dilturbe not the good order 
of her Monaftery hereby; And this confor- 
mable to the decree of Clement the V111, 
made for Superiours of Monafteryes in the 
Weare Of Our lord3594.. 0 8 eee 
| | ) Let 
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ro. Letthe Abbeffe appoynte them a 
cerrayne tyme forthe dayly examinationof — 
their Coniciences , that thereby they may 
the better Contider ofthe ftate of their Sou- 
les, and what fruyte they reape by their 
holy Exercifes ; 

11. Ifthe Abbeffe perceave that fome 
doenot foe much attend to their fpirituall 

roffitt,as they should, and thereby giue her 
Poite fatisfa@io, let her inja motherlike mans 
her exhort them to vie more dilligence for 
the tyme to come , and therefore it will 
much proffittthem, tharatleft once ayeare 
allthe Religious liue retyred from the reft 
(butnot allatonetyme ) that they may the 
better Recolle& and confirme themfelues 
in Spirit, butthis wilbee moft expedient for 
them, that make lefle progrefle and aduan- 
cement in vertueand Religious life; 

12. None shall fecke tor any fpirituall 
aduife or receaue any fuch diredtions , but 
from thofe which the Abbeffe shall approue 
neither shallshee receave any Inftru@ions 
for that purpofe without the expreffe con- 
fent of her fayd Superiour; 

13. Letttne Abbeffe haue efpeciall care 
that noe bookes that fauour not ofa Reli- 
gious Spirit, or which doe not helpe there 
vnto,bee atanytyme broughtinro the Mos 
naftery ; Andlertthe Catoloque ofallthe 
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bookes of the Monaftery bee examined of. | 
fome learned difcreete man,whoe may dif- | 
cerne Whether they are profitable for Reli- | 
gious Spirits or} noe, and letther allow but | 
fome few for euery one, commaunding the | 
reftto beekept byone of the Religious, to | 
bee commiinicated ynto others as neede 
shall require ; ii | 
14. None without the leaue of the Su- 
periour shall vfe vppon herfelfe any Corpo- 
rall aufteritie, ouer and aboue that which 
the rule and Statutes doe appoynte,or Which | 
the ghoftly Fathershall not approue;yetthe’ | 
Lady Abbefle may not onely permitt , but | 
alfoe enioyne fome aufteritie to her Reli- 
gious Subie@s , when shee shall Iudge ie 
meere for their {pirituall good ; | 

15. Ifthe Abbeffe fee any one of her 
Religious giuen to more aufteritie then the 
reft,and to bee more fervent in her good 
Exercifes, shee muft endeavour to aduance | 
and helpe her in her good defires, yet foe 
that all bee done with inthe limitts, of pru- 
dence and dilcretion; Andallthe Religious 
ofthis Congregation areto ynderftand that 
there is nothing appoynted’in any other 
Religious Order, which may helpe for the 
increafe of Gods holy Spiritt, which shall 
notalfoe bee moft willingly permitted to 
them of this holy Congregation ,if foe bee 
ay AoE : 1s 
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it shall bee thought expedient for them ; 
16. They thatare permitted to vievppon 


{ themfclues any bodyly affliGion, or mortifi- 
| cation,muft foe endeauourto concealethe 


fame, that (as farras lyethin them ) it may 


| notbee knowne tothe reft, except the Ab- 
| beffefor fome other good refpects shall 


other wife appoynte 

a7 Onceeuery wecke each oneshall make 
a difciplyne for foe long a tyme as the Ab- 
beife shall thinke good, and iris tobe done 


| on Friday at night,exceptthe Abbeilefome 


tyme shall appoynte fome other day; 
18. Although the Abbeffe may apply the 


} prayers and deuotions of her Religious, for 
) the obrayning ofgeds ailiftance and grace, 


or for fome other benefitt from his deuine 
goodneffe,yet shall shee bring in noe new 


obligations, but with great moderation , or 





with very great Confideration ; 

19. They shall fay or fing their howers, 
and the deuyne office , according to the Ro- 
‘mane vfe , they shall fay thelitle Office of 
our bleffed lady,the Office of the deade, the 
Graduall Pfalmes,, the feuen penetentiall 
Pfalmes, and Litanies ,in fuch fortasis ap- 
poynted inthe breuiary of Rome; 

20. Theyshall fing the Mattines, laudes 
ad the reftof the howers vppo the princi- 
palleit Feaits of the yeare,kept either by the 

A 5 pre- 
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precept ofthe Church ; orvppon Cuftome, 


vpponthe Feafts of their Patrones.;.and Pa- 
troneffes, both of their Order and of their 
perticuler Churches, and ofthe Featft of the 
dedication ot the fame,alfoe they areto fing 
every day their conuentuall Maffe, except 
the Abbeffe for iuft caufes fora tyme or- 
dayne otherwayes , both in thefe latter, as 
alfoe in the former Solemnities; Once every 
weekea Maffe ofthe holy Ghott is to bee 
fung,or fayd,and as often asthe Office ofthe 
bleffed Virgin is fayd on the Saturdayes, foe 
often a Maffe isto bee celebrated of our blef- 
fed Lady,forthis end thatthe Conuent may 
obrayne of our lord {pirituall progreffe and 
aduancement 

32. Whyletheyfing,or fay the devyne 
Office, lett them obferue due grauitie and 
Modefly, and decent compofition of their 
cariage, neither may they poft ouer their 
feruice, but they muit pronounce each wor- 
de with moderate leifure , diftinétly, and 
truly,and with foe loude a voyce, thatthcy 
may bee well herdand vnderftoode by thoie 
thacare out of the Quire; 

23. None may intreate or labour to haue 
Jeaue to intone orreade any thing, butas it 
shall beeappoynted her , neither may shee 
any wife refute any thing that shee is willed 
to fing or reade,except shee firft make aide 
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Ser impedimenrtothe Superionr 5 to who- 
= Commaundement shee is whollyto {ub- 
mitt her felfe; 

24. They may fome tymes vfe Mouficke 
inthe deuyne office , yetit muft bee with 
great Moderation, togeather with the good 
‘edification of the hearers , and only fuch 

Songsthey are to fing as are truly graue and 

modett; 

25. If vpponiuft hindrance any shalbee 
abfent from the other Canonicall howers, 
yett all muit bee prefenrat Complyne, ex- 
ceptfome vrgent Caufe shall excuie them, 
orthatthe Abbeife shall indge fome other 
bufinefle to bee more neceilary and im- 
portant; 





CHAPTER 3. 
Of Pouertie; 


I. LL fuchas make their profeffion 
: ~MOf Religion in this Congregation, 
muit vnderftand thattheycan haue nothing 
in propriety,euen asthe ule hath enaded; 
what foeuer therefore is giuen them by ther 
frendsiand kinsfolkes , is to beeapplyedto 
the vie of the Conuent and Communitie; 
But if the Abbeffe will permitt anyto haue 
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any thing of {male price as a memory oF 
their Frends,it may not bee any thing that) 
is made of gould or Siluer,and muchleffe of | 
pretious ftones,fett either in gould or Siluer; | 
2. Goulden or Siluer Veffells may not bee | 
vfedin this Congregation , except for the. 
= Church or Infirmary , and forthis latter in | 
a meane and {male quantitie and number ; | 
4 Neither may the Abbeife vfe fuch Veffell — 
in her Cell,orin the Refectory, but this may | 
bee permitted for the interraynment of | 
Gueites, (when it shalbee thought expe- 
dient to vfe any fuch entertaynment) yet 
with this moderation , thatinthem all va- 
nitie and fecular pompe isto bee eschewed; 
3. They muft auoyde all notable fingula- 
ritie and curiofitie in their apparell, Images, 
and allother Furniture of their Cells , and 
they are to haue only thofe things, whichbe- 
fitt religious decency , andare for their he- 
alth,and they mutt willingly imbrace what 
foeuer appertayneth to their diett and Ap-~ 
parell according to true Religious pouertie ; 
4. There woolen or linnen apparell may 
not bee made ofany fine Coitly Cloath, yea 
though itt bee ginen them, or bee by their 
parents beftowed vpponthem, but they are 
to weare thofethings,that are ofa moderate 
price,and are lafting; 
5. They shall nor giue or receaue one of 
another 
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another any thing, without the lady Abbeffe 
o' the Superiours licence, ye the Prioreffe, 


 Miftreffe ofthe Nouices, and Celarier may 


fometyme giue leaue tothofe that are vn- 
der their charge,to giue or take oneof ano- 
ther,fome matter of litle moment or value; 

6, Letnone begg anything of her fréds 
or Parents, for her proper vie, but if her fréds 
or Parents will giue any thing, lett it bee foe 
done that it may bee applyed to the 
Communitie,or left to the will and difpofi- 
tion of the Abbeffe, that shee may beftow it 
vpponthem as shee shall thinke good ; 

7. Itmay notbee lawfulltolend orgrae 
any thing appertayning to the Monattery to 
any abroade , without leaue from the Ab- 
beffe; 

8. Each Religious shall once euery 
yeare (to witt before the firft Sunday in 

ent ) goeto the lady Abbefle and with 
due humilitie and reuerence declare 
vnto her, that what focuer they haue,they 
willingly offer it vnto her, leauing it to her 
Will,whethershee will fuffer them to fe- 
tayne,reftore, or ocherwife difpofe ther of 
inthe beft fort, as in our lord, shee shall 
thinke moft meete, andif the Abbeiffe will 
take a vew ofeach thing in perticuler, they 
shall bring them all vnto her , in all Fide- 
litie,neither may they haue any thing loc- 
ked 
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_ ked vppin Cheftes'or Coffers, without the | 


Jeaue and knowledge ofthe Abbeffe; 
9. And tothe end everyone may ftricktly | 
and carefully keepe their vow of poverty, it 
is enaCted,that ifany after herdeath (which 
God forbidd)should bee found a Proprietary 
and to haue any thing of notable value for 
her vfe,or in the Cuftody of any other, with- | 
out the Abbeffes knowledge, shee shalbee — 
infallably deprived of Chriitian Buriall; 


CHAPTER 3-. 
Of Chaftitie; 


T is very fittthe Spoufes of Chrift imitate 
all Angelicall puritie, which may con- 
ferueinthem the integritie of their bodyes 
and myndes;therefore they mutt fly all fuch 
things which may any wayes caule any im- 
preflionin their myndes,contrary to puritie 
2. They shall conceale noe greineous 
temptation, Which they shall not manifeft 
totheirghoitly Father yea and to theirim- 
mediate Superiour,ortothe Abbeifle, if they 
thinke they may receaue from them any 
comtortor helpe;letr them shew all mode- 
ftyand humilitie in their wordes , Counte- 
nances,geitures, and Actions, and lettthem 
bebaue 


— 
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behauethemfelues each toothers with due 
‘yefpect,and Religious grauitie , andcuery 
‘one is to behould asit were Chriit himielte 
‘jnier Silter 5 


CHAPTER 4 
Of Obedience: 


I. § the Religious haue vowed te 
4. God and to their Superiours them 

felues ,and wratfoeuer els they haue, foe 
muftthey fuffer themfelues to bee guyded 
and gouerned by their Abbeffe, and Supe- 
riour,as the Interpretours of Gods holy will; 
therefore let them wholy giue themielues 
so perfectholy obedience , and let them la- 
bour to bee excellent in the fame, not onely 
willingly and promptly, performing thole 
things that are enioyned them, but fullfil- 
Jing them in fuch forceand fashion, as they 
thinketo bee moft conformable tothe Su- 
periours Will; e 

2..Eueryone muft bee ready to vndergoe 
all bafe Offices and exerciles , what foeuer 
the Abbeffe shall thinke good to impofe 
vppon them, neither may they thinke them- 
felues exempt from this by any office,degree 
of Qualitic, nor may they expectany priui- 
ledge 
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ledge, but in cafe of Neceffitie onely , but 
euery one is to know that all are to line 
equally vnderone and the felfe fame Rule! 
of Obedience, without exception of any 
perfons or perfon; hue 
3. Whenthe Superiour commaundeth 
any thing,that may bee hurtfull to their he- 
alth, oran hindrance ofa greater good, or 
thar it cannor bee performed within the . 
tyme allotted them , then letthem foe ma- | 
nifett the difficultie to her, that yet withall, | 
they leaue alltoher Iudgmentand difcre- 
tion,and foe obey , ifit may bee done with- | 
out manifeft Sinne; 
4: Ifanyshould requeftanythingofher | 
Superiour which shee thinketh needefull | 
for the health ot her body or Soule , or for 
the performance of any duty and charge i 
enioyned her, lett her firft commend the | 
matter to God, and witha refigned mynde | 
Jett her openthecafe tothe Superiour,and | 
after it hath beene fome two or threetymes | 
denyed her, lett her neuer mentionthe mat~ 7 
ter more, except shee verely thinke , her 
Superiour hath for gortit,and that shee will 
take it well , that shee bee put in mynde 
there of ; | 
§- They shall not onely obey the lady 
Abbeffe, but al foe all others ofthe Conuent, 
Whether they bee ofthe Quire or Conuerfe) 
whoe 
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-whoe from her receane power and Authd- 
ritieother wile none may commaund, or res 
prehend another , without expretie leaue 
fromthe Abbeife , and of her shec isto vn- 
deritand how farr shce may proceede in 
commaunding,orinherreprehenfion. 

6. 1f any bee commaunded any thing by 
the fubordinate Superiour, v hich is difies 
rent from that which the cheife Superiour 
ot Abbetle did commaunde or apoynte, let 
the Inferiour manifeit to the Subordinate 
her Superiours Will,and Order,and lett her 
withour farther Contradidion reuerently 
obcy,ifshee fee her perfiit and continew in 
her commaunde, but lerthe lubordinate af- 
terwardsinforme her Superiour of the Cale 
ifany csror or faulchappen thereby » 

7. ifatany rye happy’y the fubordinare 
Superiours,commaunce diuersly any one,in 
things appertayningto their charges , lett 
them reprefent cheirdifficulties,each one to 
the other,without all contention :and if the 
cale foe require it , with externall and mus 
tuall shew of Reverence,lett them remitt it 
tothearbirrement ofihe abbeile, or Supe- 
riour laying barely open the Cafe without 
further difpute,ana foe letethem thinke that 
to bee bett which the Abbefle or Superiour, 

fufficiently intormed , shall iudge to bee 


f0c 3. | ay 
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8. What focusr is denyed by any fubordis, 
Vaa hate Snperiour , shee may not aske the fame 
sh ofthe Abbeife , except alfoe shee declare 
sy vnro her , that the Subordinate Superiour 
| | did deny it,togeather y ith the reafon of her 
R) | fayd deniall,foe far as shee knoweth or can 
guess aa. ) py 
‘9: They areto obey her that commaun= 
deth anything inthe lady Abbeifes name, al 
though in very deede shee haue noe fuch 
authoritic foe ta commaunde, and ordinary 
dyin ch ir Commaundements, they are ras 
ther to vfethe Abbeffes name , then their 
owne, except onely the mother Prioreffe, 
Mittreffe of the Nouices, and Cellarier,tos 
wards thofe of their charges 


CHAPTER s. 
Of the Inclo ures 


rT wi (ade muft haue a {peciall care of 
pa keeping their Inclofure, foe much 
commended and ( with vehement words 
expreiling theneceflitie thereof ). commaz, 
unded by the facred Counfell of Trent 7,0 
réouer teing they haue bound chemfelues. 
by vow tothe obleruation thereof,they mutt 
bold it necéffary to bee kept; Been 
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THE FIRST PARTS 
g. Their Inclofure muft bee enuyroned 
with high Walls,which may contayne that 
parte of the Church, to wict the Quyre al- 
lottedtotheir proper vfe , togeather with 
the Cloyfter dormitory Refecory,andall the 
Officesand buyldings, which are appertay= 
ming tothe proper vie of the profeilzd Ree 
ligious ;togeather with the Gardens, Ore 
chards,and fuch like, foe that none from 
abroade may enterinto this Inclofure, by 
any Scayres,or Gates,but onely by one dore 
or Gate,ifit may bee any wife fo contriued 
commodioully ; oe 
3. Noe profeffed Religious may goe out of 
this Inclofure , but vppon conttraynte of 
Fyre,extreme famyne, Warr, ruyne of the 
buyldings,and fuch like greueous dange- 
rous cafes, and for other Cafes approued 
vppon vrgent necefflitie,or commaunded by 
thelord Bishopp, orthe Vifitor ; yet when 
the Schollers of Religion are to receaue 
their Religious habitt , or the Nouices areto 
make their Profeflion, the Abbefle with 
fome few of her Religious, may goe out of 
the Quier, and enter into the outward parte 
of the Church, that they may affiftthem ia 
that folemne AGion; which is alfoe permitt 
ted tothe Abbeffe newly chofen, that with 
adecent Company of her Religious, shee 
may alfoe enter the fame, to receane the 
B.a Bire 
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Bishopps BenediGion : for which, and 
% for fome other neceflary Caufes.and vfes | 
i there may bee a Conuenient paffage bet. 

i wixtthe Quer andthe outward Church, 

4. Allthat are not Religious or not ofthe 
Conuent of what fex.age, or Condition foe- 
uerthey bee, may notenter into the ‘Inclo- 
fure but vppon neceffary Caufes , approued 
andlicenced bythe Bishopp in Writing, 
without which licence according to the 
decree of the Counfayle of Trent, boththe 
perfon that entreath , and the perfon that 
admitceth him, incurreth the payne of Ex 
communication; 

s- Ocher Religious weomen ofthe fame 

Orderliuing vnder thefe Starutes, being fener 
by their Superiours to fome other place,may 
in their paflage be receauedin toany Mona- 
{tery of this Congregation, and thereinthey 
may ftay fortwo orthree dayes,or longer, 
as according to prudence and Charitie it 
shalbee thoug ht convenient; 
6. TheVifirours accompanyed with cer- 
tayne modeft and graue Clergy men may 
enter in,to performe their Vifitation, or for 
any other neceflary bofinefle,; 

7. Whenthe ghoftly Father entreth into 
the Monattery to vifite the ficke,or for fome 
other neceffary matter, one or two Religi- 
ous appoynted bythe Abbeile for that Bie 
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pofeshall a'lwayes bee prefent with him, 
and if any Religious beeto bee buryed, foe 
many from abroade may bee prefent at that 
Office as shalbee thought needefull. 

%. ThePhifirion , Surgeon, Workemen, 
Gardiners,Porters,Carters, Mafons, and all 
fuch as haue any neceflary imployments 
within the Monaftery may bee fuffred to 
enter ; they muft keepe accompt in what 
numbertheyenter, thatinthe fame num- 
ber they may departe , andrhofe that enter 
muftbee accompanyed by two or three of 
theReligious to thofe places where they 
areto bee ymployed, noneof the Religious 
may approach to thofe that are entred with- 
out the expreffe licence ofthe Abbeife, the 
which not withftanding shee may not 
graunt to any one alone . 


9. When the people from abroade hane 
leaueto fpeake withthe Religious , lett: it Le 
bee done ata Grate when neede shall re- 
guire.within the Grate lett a Curtayne hang 
which may foe hang shutt , or bee drawne ve 
to lertthe Religious bee feene, or notto bee a, 
feene,as the Abbeffe shall thinke beit ex- 
pedient. 

to. Inthe place where the Religious 
make their Confeffions,tetta Gloth bee foe 
drawne and faitned, that the penitent may | 
not 4 
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not feethe Ghoftly Father,nor yerbee feeg | 
by him; All that the Religious are to receaue | 
into the Inclofure,lett them receatie it bya | 
Turne,except it bee of thar kinde, that by the | 
Turne they cannot receaue it ; the Turne | 
with in muft bee locked and made faft, in - 
fuch fortthat it may not bee tourned about, | 
but atfuch tymes as any thingisto beereceae 
ucdinthereby; ; 





















CHAPTER 6. — 
Of Silence; 


I. T N fuch places andtymesas foueraige 
: nefience isto bee kepr; (to. witt,in 
the dormitory, RefeGory ,Chaprer-honfe, 
Quier,and Cloyfter, and in the. howers afli- 
gned for filence , as areto bee feene after- 
wards in the rwelueth Chapter,and inthe. 
8. and 9. Numbers, and after, Complyne 
wntill Prime ended , none may {peake but 
Vppon vrgent neceflitie , and that by noe 
other meanes shee can expreffe her meas 
ning ,and make her felfe vnderftoode, for 
then shee may fpeake., but yetr witha low 
voyceand with all breuitie; % 

2. Atwhattyme they worke togeather 
in the Common workehoufe they may 
Speake but yett oncly of things negnore 
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and with a low voyce 3 ; 4 

3. Ifanyshould feeke for anotter, lett. 
hergoeand feeke her , but without noyfe, * 
ad shee may not call her witha loude voycey 
andifshee finde her with others, lett het 
deliver vnto her the Superiours commaune >” 
dement , that-others may.not vnderftand it, ' 
and shee thatis called for toanother place 
lett her giue notice thereof to the Superiour 
of that placeto the end shee may know whe 
ther shee goeth; 

4- Soe often as they fpeake togeather, 
they muft haue goodcare thatthey may not _ 
bee heard out of the place where they are at 
that prefent;In their Recreations ( when | 
they are permitted them ) lett them bee foe 
myndefull of modefty and Religious des 
cency,that one pushandthruft not another, 
noe nor foe muchas touch her, foe farras 
lyethin her; In their fpeeches and Conuers 
{ation lett them auoyde and fly all shew of 
contempt and litle efteeme of others , all 
kinde of mocking , and fcoffings , and all 
otherthings what foever, whereby either 
throug he their wordes or aGions, any kinde ~ 
ot eas of brabble or difpleafure may 
arife; 

5» Andfor as much as here mention 
is made of the Recreations of the Religious; 
itis prohibited that within the Inclofure 
“RR 2 any 
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any kinde ofbeafts bee kept or fedd, but for 
the vie ofthe Communitie, and not forthe 

: priuate Recreation of any one alonejneither 
vppon any couloror pretext whit foever 
may they permit anydwarfes , idiotes, or 
young Infants to bee nourished or brought 
vpp withinthe (nclofure. 

6. Their matuall conuerfation muft bee 
vfed for their health, and Conteruation of 
Charitie , and therefore it muft bee viedin 
publike,and notin Corners,or in their Cells 

, hecher may the Religious vie any tpeech of 
\ fitch matters, which they hauc heard o: fe- 
cular people abroade , except they bee of 
fuch,which may yeald Edification, and {pi- 
rituall Comfartand proffitt to the hearers. 
7-In their Conuerfation lettthé foshew 
loue and Charitieto euery one, that withall 
they take good regard that they shew not 
. themfelues mare fingularely afie&ed toone 
then to another , and lere them doe reue- 
renceto cuery one ,according astheir State. 
shall require, neither may they shunn the 
{peech and Conuerfation of ‘any whoe 
foeuer. 3 
8. They muftbee very carefull that they 
talke not of their Stocke, and Nobilitic. of 
their kindred,nor of plightes, Controuertfies 
and debates, among their Parents, kindred, 
and Families, or dilputcofihem , yeathey: 
may 
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may not admitt anytalke among themfelues 
(but with great waryneffe ) of the Iarrs of 
fenmities that one Prouince or Country hath 
)with another. . 
9. Nonemay({peake ofthe imperfe@ion 
of any other, butonely to the Abbeffe, or 
Superiour,or to thofe from whom they may 
expe helpeand redrefle;and if any dammas 
|ge or hindrance by any ones defe&,may bee 
. thought to fall vntothe Monattery , andihae 
by noe other wayitcan bee remedied , all 
|shalbee bound to informe the Abbefle there 
ofthat in. good tyme both the hurt thar may 
| be fall vnto any perfon in perticuler, orthe 
mnilcheife thic may happen to the whole 
Conuentin generall may bee hindred. 
to, .Noneshall heare any thing of any 
Religious vppon Bond of fecrecy, and vppo 
that Condition that the Abbefle may not 
know it. yea ratherthey opghtro houldira 
thing right grate full and pleafingto them, 
thar shee should bee informed ofall matrers 
that may any wayes aduance, and (ett fore 
ay the good gouernment of the Monae 
Bcty-- 

(1, None may enterinto the Office or 
Cell ofanother, without leaue , or Vppon 
Fommaundement of the Superiour, and ne- 
ther may they then enter, before they haue 
Biucnatigne by knocking at the doare and 
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hiaue receaued an anfwearetoenter, lettt¢ 
dore ftand open foe long, as they talke and. 
bee togeather within, exceptthe Superiour 
doe expreffely appoynte it otherwife; { 
‘12. Whyle they {peake one to another, | 

orofanother, they may not call them by 
their bare names, butthe Abbeffe’, Prioreffe, 
Miftris of the Nouices’, -and Celarier= 
shall call their Subie@s Sifters, the profefiéd | 
of the Quier shall call alfoe the Conuerfe,” 
Sifters; but the profeffed ofthe Quier, muft® 
call them dames fpeaking of others thatare | 

profeifed of the Quier,thePrioreffe muft bee 

called of all Mother;the Miftriffe, ofher No- 
uices mift bee called Miftriffe,the Cellarier 
is alfoeto bee called Mother of thofe that: | 
are vnder her charge;Butthe Abbeffe of all | 
isto bee named lady: that by thefe names | 
due honour and Reuerence may bee yealded | 
each one in that Vocatio,ad degreeinwhich | 
sheelis placed byour lord 4d Sauiour Chrifts | 
13. Asthey meete one with another | 
lettthem doe Reuerence each one to the | 
other by an Inclination and bending of 
their bodyes,and lett each one endeauour to 
preuent the other with honour according 
_todue Religious modeity-; ‘and all troughe 
the luniour profefled ought principallyto 
vie this preuentiontoher elders, and more 
Ancient in Religion by honosing and Reue= 
; : Fencing | 
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rencing them,yet none but Superiours may 
exaGitofthem; 

140; Infpeaking lett none vnmarinerly 
interrupt anothers fpeech , or in twight 
her Sifter of Errours: but in there Conuere 
fation lett them bee myndfull ro vf all due 
modefty , and decent cariage, with all Ciui- 
litie auoyding bothintheir Words and be- 
haviour,ali Rudenefle,fowerneffe, or lights 


| neffe, as alfoe all fecular vanity: and affe- 
} Cation: which noe wayes ftandeth withthe 
|“ prauitie, which appertayneth, vnto: Religi- 








ous perfons; let alioe their fpeech bee very 


{paring, and for the moft part lete it bee 
| about {pitituall matters,or at lettwife about 
jfuch matters as may fanour of {piritt, and 
}nourish the fame; | 


15- In their going and shutting of the 


doores,lett them»make noe noyle; as much 
/as lyeth in thé,but this they muft beware of 
jin tyme of foucraigne Sylence, and whé the 
| Religious are attheir reading ad meditaion; 


16. When any (hauing obtayned leaue) 


| vifitcthe Sicke,lett herfoe behaue herfelfe, 
| thatshee may recreate and eafe them; and 


tothe end shee may’not bee trouble fome 
vnto them, shee mutt firft learne of the In= 
firmare by what meanesshee may beit Co- 
fortthem, and auoydetobee greiuousto thé 
a7: Wheniccw’' people come,and (ey 
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the Superiours permiffion ) fpeake with the 
Religious atthe Grate,letrthem fignify vnto 
the abbeffe either by themfelues,or by fuch 
as are appoynted toaccompauy them, thofe 
things whereof they had talke asthe matter 
shall require; And then let them avoyde 
long conference,ifit may bee done wichout 
offence,or exceptthe matter beeofthat mo- | 
ment and conlequence, that longer {peach | 
may bee permitted. | 
13. Whyle they fpeake with fecular 
people,and thofe that come vntoihem trom 
abroade; ifthe Prefe@ of the Turne, or her 
Companion cannot bee prefent, ler them ~ 
haue another appoynted by the Superiour, | 
who may heare and fee all thatis {poken 
anddone, who may neuer departe or leaue 
them alone till the ipeech bee fully ended. 
19. Although nothing ordinarely oug ht 
to bee fayd whichihey would noi have herd 
and vnderitoode , yet When the caie requi- 
reth Secrecy, andthatthe Religious cannot 
goe commodioufly othe Abbeile, lett her 
requeft leaue by tie Thourere to {peake ine | 
fecrett,and by her lett her deliuerthe caufes — 
for which shee requireth fuch fecrett cone | 
ference, and ofher shecisto expect anan- | 
fweare howshce mult proceede . | 
20. If any Religious bee not permitted 
to fpeake with any at the Greate, none ey | 
. te 
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HE FIRST 
| tell her that shee was calledfor by any ab- 
| roade, and that shee was denyed to {peake 
-withthem. 

zt. None may fpeake with people ab- 
_roade of the domefticall affayres of the Mo- 
“Naitery, except they bee fuch matters as 
every one may well vnderftand them, or 
Which they know the Superiour will nor 
bee vnwilling they should bee made 
knowne vnto them : and if any Externe 
should requeft the affittance of any of the 
Religious in any affayre,yet lett her not take 
-vppon her to doe or write any thing withour 
the lycence the Abbeffe; 

22.Whyle the Religious are in the fpeaking 
| place,lerrthem {peake with foelowavoyce, 
jthar they may bee onely heard of their 
|}Companions,and of the perfons with who 
\they {peake; More ouer Jertthem endeauour 
Ito behave chem felues there with all edifica- 
\tion,and toapply fome parte at left of their 
talke toa {pirituall end, neither lect them 
show thacin fuch Conuerfation they fecke 
fortheir omne priuate folaceand Comfort, 
but rather for the Comfort of thofe thar 
‘come to Vilite them, finally lett them foe 
beftow thattyme vppon others, thatatthe 
firit peale they depart torhe Quiar , from 
Which none may bee abfent, without the ex- 
preiic licence of the Abbeffe or Superiours 
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23.° In lent and intyme of Aduent thé 
acceffe ofexternes may not bee permitred,| 
: | 

as neither vppon the dayes of Confeffion| 
and Communion, and then the Religious! 
may not bee feene of them, if vppon any oc-| 
cafion they bee permitted to fpeake with) 
them except fome important great reafon) 
shall require the contrary; | | 


j 
{ 


CHAPTER 7, 
Of the Faits,and the Common dictt ; 


I. ls Aduent they muft faft except the! 
& Sundayes,.on which they obferne ab=| 
ftinence, and trom Quinquagetima Sunday, | 
included vniill Eafter ( excepting:all Suns) 
dayes’) they shall Faft , and abftayne from) 
white meates; exceptthe approued Cufto- 
me of the Country, andthe dearth of lenten| 
meates dove perfwade otherwife; ©. 
2. From Septuagefima included vntill} 
Quinquagefimatheyshall abftayne from all 
flesh 5 in which tyme vppon Mundayes, 
Vednefdayesad fridays they shall faft,excep! 
fomedouble Feaits fall on thofedays; Alfoe 
frothe Feat of che Afcention of ourlord ex 
cluded, vntill the Vigill of Penticoit they. 
shall keepeabftinence;. | 
.% geFron 
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) . From the Featts of the Natiuity of our 
il bleffed lady excluded, vntill Eafterthey shall 
WN Gatteuery wednefday and from the Kalends 
{of Nouember excluded, they. shall faft alfoe 
‘| Mundayes,except vppon thofe ferias ( out of 
Ientja double Featt bee celebrated ; 
) 4 From the Featt of che Refurreaion 
jofour Saviour Chrift, tillthe Feait of the 
| Natiuity of our bleffed Virgin Mary included 
pecy. may receaue twoe Refedtions euery 
day excepting Notwithftanding Fridayes, on 
Pwhich they sialloblerne the approued Cus 
{tome of the Prouince where in they liue,or 
Pelsihey shall fait ; 
| §- They muft appoynte the howers of their 
| Meales accordingto the Differences of the 
) tymes ofthe yeare ,or according tothe de- 
 uine Seruice , and the holy Office of the 
| Maffe , as is fetc downe in the Roman Miffal 
| 6. Inthe Faits and abftinences of the Rule 
| and Statures,the Abbeile may difpence with 
_ fuch as are weake,and aged, and whéfoeuer 
| any perticuler reafon may perf{wade her 
| there vanto, foe that Flesh bee e ats 
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| Noteateninthe Refe@ory, and 2 4 tadle a 

| that the grant paffe nor intoa ) #7 

_ cuftome: but vppon thofe dayes thatare for. 

| bidden bythe Charch,their.approbation isto in 

_ bee required who haue authoritie therein; | 

| according tothe Cuftome of each Country ; Iii 
oth 7. Vppom 
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y. Wppon due’ Confideration of the 
paynes and labours that are to bee fuftayned | 
in this Congregation,as alfoe of the Sex, but | 
efpecially of the weake Complestions, and | 
educations of very many which are admit- 
tedinto this order thoie things that appers 
tayne to their dyett ,are fo to bee mode- | 
rated and tempered, that the Religious 
may with more ftrength goe forward in 
the performance of the deuine Seruices, | 
and burthens of their inftitute, and with” 
more alacrity perfeuer and continue in” 
the fame; therfore ordinaryly vppon Sune 
dayes, Tuefdayes,and Thurfdays th rough out 
the yeare, as alfoe vppon Chrifmafic day 
falling vppona friday,or Saturday,:hey may 
eate flesh, excepting hereafter according to 
the Rule they shall altogeather abftaine 
from flesh. 

8. ‘ihe meafure of their meate and 
drinke shall depend vpponthe Iudgment of | 
theAbbefie , and as shee is not to permite | 
them any fuperfluyty in theirdyett ,' foe is 
shee alfoeto havecare that nothing bee | 
Wanting according to Religious decency, | 
andeach perfonsneceflity,asonthe cotrary 
shee isto haueafpeciall regard, that whillt | 
shee endeavoreihto privide for euery one 
intheir Neceflaryes,shee permittnotivper= 
fluyry ro enter and take placeamongft them 

Be ba. t 
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yetordinarely when they eate flesh , shee 
may giucto eachonean Antipatt, or fallet,a 
pittanceof flesh of halfe apound, anda poft 
paft in fruyte,or fome what els in fleade of 
fruyte,when thy faft,befides the afforefayde 
(ifthey may bee had) lett her endeavour or 
giuevnto the Conuent what may beegot- 


ten,or may well ferue for their neceflitie, 


If befides this the Phifition thinke any thing 
more ,and aboue to bee giuen to any 
or that their neceffitie or infirmity doe re- 
quire any thing in perticuler, lett her ende~ 
auour to performe it towards them , with 
all pitty,charitie,and alacritie,foe thatit bee 
not donein the Common Refe@ory , but ci 
theratthe Superiours or infirme tableor inthe 
Infirmary 5 
9- Outoftymesof Refe@ion they may 
not¢cateor drinkeany thing , without the 
Jeaue of the Superionr, neither may they re- 
fufe thofe things that are appoynted them 
by their Superiour for their health and com- 
fort, yetin thefe things the Priorefle, Mi- 
ftrefle of the Novices , and Cellareir may 
giue leaue vnto.thofe that are ynder their 
{euerall Charges; : 
10. If by experience it bee found, thatthe : 
Comon dyett is notwhole fome for fome 
Jettthatbee made knowne to the Abbefe, 
who shall prouide therefore, asin our lord 
G she 
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shee shall thinke good, and shee shalleuery 
yeatedeclare vntothe Vifitor what forme 
and mansner shee obferuethin thefethings - 
and withall lett her not fuffer any to’ keepe 
any fweet meates,conferbes,or Confections 
in their Cells, except the Phifition thinke 
tharthey muft haue often vie thereof, 


CHAP.TER | 8. 


Of the Apparell of the Religions and of 
thofe things that appertaine to 
their bedding ; 


I, OR their apparell they may vfe 
A. that whichthe Abbeffe ( hauing re- 
gard of tymes and places) shall approue 3) 47, . 
2. Befides the vpper or greate habitt _ 
they may hauetwo vader Coates whereof | 
the one or both in Winter may beelyned . | 
with Eure: ; 7 : | 
3. Thegreate habitt muftbee longer then - 
their other Garments, which muft reachto -| 
the ground,yet it may notbee foe long that 
it may hinder them in going,on bee dragged. 
onthe ground,and foe wornes and foe it _ 
mutt bee made , that the fleeues mult. bee 


three foote large,and what focuer couereth 
the 
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the body muft bee loofe; 

4:  Thisgreatehabitt muft bee blacke, 
and foe muft the. Scapular., and inward 
coate nextto the Scapulare, if they vleany 
other. coates or garments, itshall lide im- 
“porteof what colour they bee., foe they 
bee either white , or blake or fome other 
brownishordarke Colour; 

5. Their Cloathes which are vnder their 
fcapulare muftbee open from the shoulders 
downe to the gird le and foe clafped,and for 
their fleeues they muit not bee two wides ». 
nor yetioe ftraight thar, they may not put — 
their hands eafaly into each fleeue, neither 
inany.oftheirgarments,may they vie any 
butronsor any filke;. 

-6.. They mutt not have or weare any linné 
next their bodyes , without leave fromthe 
Abbeffe or superiour,or except their nece{- 
} fitie,or health should otherwife require 5 
| 7. The habitts of the Conuerfe Sitters 
| mutt bee like that ofthe Quiar:.excepting 
- onely thatthe fleeuesoftheir greate habite 
muft bee ftraighter by the halte and when 
they weare their greate habit they mutt 
girdthemy tothe: bodyes ; 

-8. All muft pot.on their greate habirt when 
they goetorthe Quier , Kefeciory , Chapter 
honfe, and {peaking place, infucli Jorr and 
fog ofté.asin theirceremonyes is expreiled 
| C2 9. Lucry 


———— 














= iene PRR <= Bin macnn ‘ 
rr Se ne —_ - 


36 Tue Frasr Panrre 


9. Euery one muft haue a note ofall their. 
Cloathes, where of the Guardroabe mutt | 
haue a Coppy, that they may beeable to} 
render an accompt of them , when it shall- 
bee demaunded;they maynor fett any letters 
of their names on their Vaylesor Garments 
which they are to weare,but rather certayne 
numbers or other Careers ,they muft not 
beetwo carefull of hauing new Cloathes, 
but lett them permitt themfelues to bee 
prouided for herein , by the Abbeffe, asin 
Other matters; 

ro. At what tyme foeuer they shal 
chanceto haue a new Garment, they muft | 
giue vpp their old, neither muft they bee 
defirous tohaue more then may bee terui- 
ceable for their health, and ‘neceflitie and 
what foeuer cloathes they receaue, lettthem 
-haueregard tokeepe them-carefully , and 
clenly as thofe things that appertayneto the 
poore of Chrift; 
tr. Inthe nighttheyaretotake their rett | 
in their Cloathes,hauing ontheir Scapulars, | 
and ftokens thatthey may bee the réadyer to 
_ tife vnto mattins; The profeffed muft weare | 
their white and blake Veyles,but the Nouices 
muft fleepe in their white :, yet when the | 
heates are greate , or when they are fickes | 
they may leane of their Cloathes and ftokens 
and lay their Scapulars on theit bedds , yet 
& may | 
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| may they not then ‘bee without their Veyles, 
and they are dilligently to keepe,and obferue 
Fall other things what foeuer is appoynted 
‘and fer downe inthe holy Rule; 

12. Every one muftfleepe apart vppon a 
ftraw anda Wollen Matrice : fortheir Co- 
uerlettsand Curtaynes they muft ftand there 
‘into the ludgmentof the Abbeile in what 
fort they areto haue them: they muftly in 





Wollen, except through the Indifpofition of. 


their Corporal health , the Abbeife shall 


thinke otherwile; | 
13. Thofe that are in health may not 


have the vfe of Feathers but in their pil- 
lowes, which may bee couered with linnen 


Pillow beeres, and they may admitt nothing 
in their Cloathing or bedding, which hath 
any shew of fingularitie : but onely they 
may have fuch things as are afa meane 
price, and beft indureth ! 


CHAPTER 9. 
Of letters and Meffages. 


I. Nee Religions may receaue any let- 

ters writings or tokens , either for 

her felfe or for any other, for that is the 

Office onely of the keeper of the Parlow; 

what focues is deliucred, Be Abbefie or 
3 | 
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by her permiffion the Prioreffe shall fee 4nd | 
they shalldeliuer or retayne it as'they shall | 
thinke good : neither may any tell that | 
fuch letters or tokés werebrought to any,ex- 
ceptthe Abbeffe or Prioreffe( by theconfent . 
ofthe Abbeffe } shall iudge otherwife! 

z When they write totheir frends, lete 
them ftudyto write tho fe things which bee 
feeme their ftate and profeffion , and lett 
them doe it difcreetly and prudently, that 
the ir frends may receaue Edifiéation, and 
{pirituall proffitt from them. | 

3- They matt nor bee very eafy to wri- 
te often to their frends, or paréntes except 
vppon neceflitie , or for fome {pirituall 00d 
that may feeme to enfué thereof, yea a 
Religions perfon ought to bee very {par 
ing in that kinde ,as benig one dead to the 
world’, and that defyreth one ly to liue to 
Chrift alone. | | 

4, They, may not write totheir frends 
or parents be fore they ‘haue leaue , ne 
ither may they prepare for them any to 
kens, without the knowlédgeof the Ab- 
beffe, and without her confent; Itis alfoe 
forbidden all of thent, to beftow any- 
Newyearés gift vppon any; yet the Ab- 
béife may fend fomewhat*to the Common 
Frends of the Monaftery  or- beftow fome’ 
Whatt vppon othersinway of gratitude / 

What 
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x, What writings letters, or Tokens 
foeuer they are to fendlettthem de liuer to 
the Abbeffe and lett them lJeaue it to her 
‘judgment, whether shee wll fendthem or 
noe; neither aftherwards may theycurionfty 
inquire: in What fortshee diipoted.ofthem! 
- 6, None maycatry any Meflages or Salu-~ 
tatious frompeople abroade to any of the 
Monaftery wthout the Abbefle-commaunde 
them foro doe! 


CHAPTER 10. — 
Of the Chapter ; 


I, -ythe Chapters were inftituted and ap- 

poynted for the exercife of humi- 
litie , Confervation. of Monatticall difei- 
plyne, and for the aduancementofthe Com- 
mon good of the Conuent : There fore 
very great heede muft bee raken that the 
peace tranquillitie, and due fubordination 
(whereby increafe of {piritt, and due.or- 
deris wont to bee gotten andconier ved ) 
may not thereby bee‘dilturbed! 

2. Onceenery weeke Chapter is to bee 
kept; and that vppon friday, execpt fome 
folemne Feafte fall vppon. that day., for 
then it muit bee ktpt vppon Manday , or 
Wednesday not hindred with the 
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||. Feaft except fome.of the enfuing Vigils 
i | comethat weeke, or fome other iuft’ occa- — 
| Gion hinder its 

g- Theyare to meetein Chapter vppon | 
the Vigils of Chriftmaffe , and Eafter and the 
Affention of our lord, and on the Vigi- | 
les of Penticoft of the Affumption of our — 
bleffed lady , and ofthe Patrone oftheirOr- 
der, and oftheir Church, and fo often like | 
wife as the Abbeffe shall thinke good whe- 
rein they are to performe the things that 
are fett downe in their Ceremonyes, both 
for the manifefting of their defe@s , and for 
the Corre&ion thereof, as alfoe for the or- 
dering bufineffes,and affayres as may occurs! 

4- In the Chapter the Religious are to 
accufe them felues of the breach oftheir Ru- 
Je;or Statuts, or of their negligences or de- 
fcGs, which when theydoe,lett them doe it 
in fuch forte, that thofe that heareand {ce _ 
them , may bee edefyed by the Exempleof | 
their humilitie ! ifie may bee doubted whe- | 
ther they may bee rather offended thenedi- | 
fyed,lett them not accufe themfe lues in pu- 
blikthereof, vntill they haue confulced with 
cheSuperiour aboutthe fame! © = 
“s. Ocdinarely they are to accufethem 
felues of thofe things that they committed in - 
publike,or which they thinke intyme will 
come tothe notice of others ; ene et 

: cu | 





y \ " a eee eT 


oR ee eT ERIN PN aie a oon 
on APSE NOR A! | gs fe 



































TH! FixstPants 42 


them no publish their fecrete faults, and de- 
fe&s, exceptthe matter bee of {male mo- 
ment, or for their greater mortification, or 
| which they thinke may proue of great edifi- 
cation vnto others, whichnotwith ftanding 
they shall firit declare vntothe Superiour, 
that from her they may haue leaue to doe 
thefame! 

6. It properly apper taynethro the Prio- 
reffe,Miftris of the Nouices,andCellarier to 
informe theAbbeffe ofthofe perfonsthatare 
{ubie& ynto them , and toaccufe them inthe 
Chapter, although others of the Religious 
alfoe may, and muft in forme the Abbefle 
a boutthem,when they fee any tking com- 
“mitted domageable forthe fpirituall 00d of 
any orcontrary tothe common good, or re- 
“putation of the Conuent, or that they pers 1) es 
-ceaue that thefe things are not marked by ie 
Others, orto bee negleGed bythem ! | 

7. ifany bee commanded to accufe ano- 
ther letther doe it with due modefty, mo- 
deration laying afide all bitterneffe of myn- 
de, and exageration of Wordes, but rather We 
fee they doe it with great she w of Charitie, He 
andbeneuolence! File. 
8. In the Chapternone may bee accufed 
ofany faule, which is onely knowneto the 
accutler her felfe;or which cannot bee pro- 
ued by the Teftimony of two at the leatt, 
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‘yetvall may tell the Abbeffe or Superiour of 
the Faultsofany, though neuer foe fecrett, } 
except perhapps private admonition; may } 
more proffitt the offendors, and-there fore |) 
may wel fiflice, whereby it may bee Iudged 
to bee preferred and firit to bee vfed! yea} 
-euery oneis to know that it is moft feuerely | 
prohibited them to accufe any, or blame | 
them to the Superious, without fufficient | 
ground and knowledge ofthe matter! I 
. 9» None may either by worde or deede tax 
any Sifter, or gird atthem for-any fault, or | 
defe@, whereof they haue beene admoni= | 
shed by the Abbefle , or Superiour or for | 
whichthey coieéture or fulpec thatthey ha- 
ue bee ne reprehended, or punished - for 
they are to thinke that that admonition, re-/ 
prehenfion . or Correction, proceeded of 
Charitie , togeather with anm,-intention to 
vphold good difcipline and Order ; and that 
it was alfoe receaued of the party offen- | 
dent, with full purpofe to amend,and refots | 
me her felfe thereof, for the tyme! to¢ome! 
10: The Sifter:accufed may not refurethe | 
faying ot her what accuferh her.,-except the 
Superiour commaund her to declare the Sra- 
te-dfthe matter ;-seithersmay they contend, | 
or prefume after wands to brabble amonstt | 
thé felues vnder punishment of agreat Pens | 
nance, which theSuperiour istoampote.on | 
* them; } 
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} chem; which thing is alfoe’to bee obferued, 
| whenany maycranceto bee accufed out of 
the Chapter, As the faults where oftheyare 
accufed, fome are greater; then other tome; 
in hike manner for the better auoyding and 
redrefiing of them, greater and finaler pes 
Nances areto bee enivinedywhichis left for 
the moft parte to the Difcretion of the Supe- 
‘Fior ,to enioyne fuch pendnces for eueryof 
fence which may bee thought convenient 
whois to haue regardshee feeke notto afi 
or trouble any but rather.to endeauor the; 
amendment forthe greater honour of God, 
and her Charges proflitt, None muft thinke 
them felues exempt from=thefe Penances; 
but as all aretyed tothe fame Rule and Sta 
tutes, foe muftthey thinke them felpestifs 
ie tothe fame Penances,for their negligen= 
ces in obferuation of difciplyne, or exerci 
feing vertue : and there fore’ the Abbeffe 
may not in thefe things bee more sjin- 
dulgent or fauoureable toone,, thento anos 
| ther, but'shee’is ‘to beareanveuen hand oder 
all. feeking fouthefpiricuall g00d and prof- 
fittofall! > r 
¥2. Forasmuch as Penanceés are not. oHe- 
by to bee given for the corredion of faultes, 
| But for the exercife of Vertués, and mortift. 
tion of their Paffions ( as hath bec ne fayd) 
there fore whoefeouer shalbce réeprehta- 
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ded at any tyme by the Abbeffe orSuperiour, | 
or shall by them receane any Pennance 
for any Fault,for which the Rule or Statutes | 
haue {ete downe nothing expreffely, lete | 
her giue noe shew of impatience, foe farr 
fort as lyeth inher, nether lett her frame | 
anfweares ,or excufesfor her felfe except 
perhapps the reafons of thofe things for 
which shee is reprehéded and punished;bee 
demanded ofher, orthat fomewhat bee to 
bee revealed which was not knowne,but let 
her endure all without murmuration, and 
with as great peace of mynde )as shee may 
much leffe it may bee lawfull for any to ex- 
cule her that is reprehended, and ( efperially 
in her prefence) fecke toextenuate her fault, 
although shee may after wards certify the 
Abbeile ofall hat hath paffed;if foe bee that 
jt may feeme foe expedient , And tothe end 
all occafion of murmuring may bee taken 
away none maycomplayne to any of theRe- 
ligious, or toany other perfon,: but oncly 
to her from whomshee may expect redrefle, 
and if any feele any difguit for any matters 
lett her make her recourfe tothe lady Abe 
beffe, orto the Superiour, who shall with 
Conipaffion give careto her: Playntes, and 
erforme that towards her which shalbee 
judged to bee according to Iuftice! | 
“436 Lshee that is penanced,os any ornae 
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ifor her ac fometyme, will not confer about 
Wher withthe Superiouror Abbeffe, for thar 
they maythinke that they cannotdeale with 
them in {nch free manner as were neceffary, 
‘then may they goe tothe Affiftants, orto foe 
‘Ime one ofthem ,and make knowneto them 
ithofe things,whereof they would haue their 
| Abbeffe or Superior to beeinformed 

14. Forfmaller faults fuch penances as 
ithefe following may bee enioyned by the 
| Abbeffe or Superiour vnto the offenders as 
}the fayd Superiours shall thinke good: to 
| Witt certayne prayers, knee ling on the groe 
Jund , and eating on the fame, to feruein the 
|RefeGory or Kitchin,to abftaine from fome 
| parte oftheir meate, and fuch like And if 
Jany committ often any error , or through 
| Cuftome or contempt fall into greater tref- 
| pafics, shee may bee punifted with fafting, 
| with publick or priuate difciplynes, and 
| with other fuch like Chaftifements yet noe 
| Religious may giue adifciplineto an other, 
| but the offendor isto in fli@ ic vppon her fel- 
j fe, except the Abbeffe for fome great cau- 
| fe doe otherwife appoynre | 
| 15. Formoft greweous faults let thofe 
| things bee done,which are appoynted in ano 
| ther place forthe corre@ion of fuch faults, 
| without exception or re gard had to ‘any de- 
ipree,or Office what focuer , although wee 
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183 In mattersof great moment the Ab- 
beffe shall fore warne the Chapter -of them 
fomet wo or three:dayes be fore,if the mat: 
tef will fuffer foe long delay;, But in thofe). 
maters where inthe Religious may confer} 

| among 
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hope that ¢throughethe grace.of God ) this 
Congregation wilbee allwayés-cleere, and | 
freefrom:allduch fanlrs ! 

16. WhenintheChapter they | 
ferraboutthe aftayres ofthe Monattery, lett [7 
every one deliver their opinions with all 
Religious fimplicie and -finceritie, as god |7 
shailputin theinmyndes,andshee that hath | 
ae once finished her fpeech, may not fpeake a- | 
|| gamecxceptshee haue new leaue! granted, 

i henneither mayany prefumetoargueor dif 
pure aguinft the fay ing ofany other Sifters *) 

47. The profefled:ofthe Quier haue voy- 
ces inthe Chapter, and their. they fitt each, 
one according tothe order of their Profef> 
fions ;except the lady. Abbefle , the mother | 
Prioreile ,the deames;and the Miftris of the, 
Nowices, who take their places, both:here 
and inall places where the Conuent. mee=, 
terh, inthat order as'here they haue-beene 
named; for the moft parr the. luniors. or 
younger profefied {peake firft, that with 
ereater liberty they may vitertheir opinions }, 
concerning thote affayres, that are then mm} 
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are to con- 
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mong them felues , they may take their 
Night and information onely from the Ab- 
seffe,Prioreffe, Aflitents , or the Officers, 
ifthe mattersto bee deliberated vppon, .ap- 
pertayne toth¢ir Charges and: lurifdictions; 
ag. what by the’Chapter is approued orde- 
) nyed ,the fame the Abbefie is to approue or 
| es infome cafes hereatter {peci- 
\fed, sical | 
|) 20. That both the Abbeffe , and alfoe the 
whole Conuentmay procede in their Cone 
\faltations, and determinations with more 
fweetenefle, light, and affuredneffe; itis 
Jexpedientthat they hauefome one prudent 
Jand vertuons man, but efpecialy. well praGit- 
Nfedin regulardifeand difcipline,with whom. 
they may conferr and confult in matters of 
greater difficulty and wight; And this Man- 
muft bee fuch an one, as may bee according 
| to theliking and Iudgment ofthe Religious, 
and by their fuffrages hee is to bee elected; 
21. If it foe happen that the Religious ? 
‘difagree in cheir opinions about {ome mat- IS 
‘ter; lett the fayd difficultie bee propounded 
either in Worde or writing to- the choien | 
perfon in the prefence of the Abbeftfe, of the . 
Affiftents,and of ome other two ofthe Cha- 
pter, yntowhom the faye Chapter shall com= i) 
mitt this aftayre ,and all shall-bee bound’to Wie 
folloywthatOrder andRefolution, which hee | | 
i shall | 
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yt hee shalindge expediée, vntillthe right Re: 
aa ueréd lord Bishopp or theVifitor shall other 






nae better appeare howand in what termes the 
i | whole bufineffe paffed ; 
ini az. If the Abbeffe would appoynte any 
at | | thing which the Conuent doth not like of; 
S| or would not doe that which the Conuent 
ml would haue done, andif shee would procee-| 
we dein fome cafes cotrary to the Fugdment of | 
all her Affiftéts, or will not affemble thé to | 
geather(for fome fecrett Caufe whichshee | 
thinketh good not ro communicate with | 
them ) ifthe matter beeof great momente | 
shee muft cofult with the afore faydehofen | 
perfon , and shee may proceede according | 
to his Counfayle deliuered her in writing; 
23. Out of Chapter none may feeke to dif- | 
proue the faying of any vttered in Chapter, | 
neither may any manifeft vnto any that was | 
abfét from the Chapter,that whichwas fayd | 
or done by her felfe,or any other,which may 
any wayes touch herorany other whoe foe | 
uer 3 They are to bee abfent frone the Chap- 
ter, about whom there is any queftion to 
bec propounded in Chapter, orany thing to 
bee handled about them: as all thofe (if the 
Chapter thinke is meete ) whoearencere in 
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| ploode or kindred to them; and the Supe. 
| riours are to Warne and commaunde fuch 
perfons, as are to bee foe abfent, that cu- 
rioufty they doe not enquire what was any 
way handled concerning them felues ; 


| CHAPTER 11. 
Of the ficke and infirme Sifters. 


T. hen any feeleth her felfe more gre= 
W ited in her bodely healththen accu- 
ftomed, lett her warne the Superiour and 
Gouernour of the the Infirmary thereof,and 
when shee hath fully informed her of her 
State, With due humilitie and quietneffle of 
mynde, lett her fuffer hirfelfeto bee difpo- 
fed of by them, as they shall thinke goode; 

2- Lett nonerefufeany thing ordayned 
them by-thePhifitions, but hauing made kno- 
wne her difficulty tothe Abbeffle, shee muft i 
leaue itto her whatshee willdetermyne of i 
her cafe, and {foe shee muft bee obedient to . 
her, with all patience and shew of religious 
refignation ; 

3. Scethatshee bee not greivous to the 
Infirmere and others that haue care of her, 
neither may shee bee over importune in cra- 
ving of thofethings which by thé shee shall I 
vnderftand notto bee expedient for her; : 

D 4, Whyl. 
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Hi Whyle shee vfeth corporall remedyes for | 
| the reconery of her health , let her not for-~ | 
gett her {pirituall good, which allwayes is | 
co bee more prifed;there fore shee muft ha- 
aq ue regardto arme and shengthen her felfe 
|} | inwardly with the holy Sacraments of Con- 
|||  feflion, and of the bleffed Eucharift; and if 
| shee perceaue, thatthe force of her Difeafe 
with perill to grow vppon her lettheren- | 
deauourte call for the Sacrament of Extre-- | 
me Vndtion, and for the holy Viaticum, | 
according asthe Abbeffe, and Confeflarius | 
shall thnike bet for her; 
§- Shee muft take noe medicine which _ 
the P hifition or Superiour shall not approue, 
nether may any of the Religious Councell 
her to receaue any medicine , nor may the 
ficke her felfe aske the Counfayle or advife 
of any other, without the Superiours kno- 
wledge; yea noe Religious may bee foe pre- | 
{umptuous, asto finde fault with the viage | 
| 
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of the ficke perfon.in her hearing . 
6. Asit is expedient that the ficke yfe 
{uch difpenfations as by the Superiour are | 
gtanted them whyle they are infirme and 
weake , yet they muft beware that they | 
bee not ouer care full of them felues; yetall | 
may vfeadifcreeteand prudent liberty, yne 
uillthey bee fufficiently recouered, and re- 
ftored totheis former ftrength , and fuch as 
are 





SE ee 
Scauiile CRT SR eS ae a 
I STR 


RA AMAA WA 


a erie Yd 2551 





bites 
























Tue Firsr Parte gr 


_|atein their Recouery(if hey bee many) mutt 
, /fitt cogeather with modefty ar one Table, 
and inthe beginning of their meales fome 
, fpirituall thing muft bee read yntothem; 


2 CHAPTER 12. 


Of the diftribution of their Tyme 
and bowers ; 





Yo lie theend they may proceede in 
the Seruice of God with greater 
Jalacritye and thattheir {pirituall Exercifes 
doe not ouerpaffe their bodely ftrength and 
health, itis thought meete and conuenient, 
(that every one haue granted her fenen who- 
He howersto take herreft , and fleepe, and 
‘that fromeight ofthe Cloke atnight, vntill 
three in the morning or from tentill fiue ex- 
cept hereafter it beethought more fitt ad ex- 
pedient, that thyrifeto Mattins at midnight; 
2. There fore they shall rife to Mattins at 
three, valefe the fayd ouer night, and. when they 
haue ended the fayd Mattins with the laude 
Cuery one mult repayre to their Celles\in 
Good andfitt tyme(d as che Abbeffe shall ar= 
poynte ) they shall beftow an howerin Me- 
ditatio or mentall prayer,after which hower | 
Gnded they muft cOtinue in theitCelles vntill : 
| D 2 feue 
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3- At feucn of the Clocke they beginne 
Prime after wich hower ended tordinaryly 
they keepe Chapter when itis to bee kepr, al 
thoughethe Abbeffe may call a Chapter at 
any other hower, when neede shall require. 

4. After Prime, or the Thirde,a Maile is 
to bee fayd, at which all are.to bee prefent; 
excepte fome Officer vppon neceflitie bee 
exculed. | 

§- After nyne of the Clocke (when they 
doe not faft) they muft recite their third: 
after their Third , their. Conuentuall Matte 
is to bee fung ,or fayde; after Maffe the Sixt 
is fung or fayd: after that hower is ended 
they goe to the RefeGory; But when they 
Fait according to their Rule, or according 
to the Commaundment of the Church the 
Prime, or the Third being fung, or fayd after 
feuen of the Clocke a Maffe isto bee celebra- 
ted, if there bee a Preiftto celebrate atthat 
tyme ; after ten ofthe Clocke they mutt fing 
or fay their Sixt,their Conuentuall Maffeand 
Nyanth; In lene after their Sixt, Nynth and 
Conuentuall Maffe, the Cuenfong is to bee 
fong or fayd. 

6.Lettthem foeend their Maffe and ho- 
wers before noone, that when they faft nor, 
they may dine at the halfe hower before 
a cleuen;but when they faft according tothe 
Rule, 























































i? CTE cote 


THE Frrast PARTE 53 


Rule,they may dine ata cleuensbut when itis 


9 faft ofthe Church according to the Cafto- 
me of the Country, they dine atthe halie 


lhower before twelue: but in lent they are 


todine at twelve: and Whyle they are atthe 
Table their mutt bee allwayes reading; The- 


‘refore at the firft Table whether it bee at 
| dinner or Supper.the Benediction, and after- 


wards Grace, muit bee allwayes lunge or 
»fayde; Butatthe fecond Table euery Religi- 
) ous shall performe this by her felfe; Butthe 
| reading both at the firit and fecond Tables 


mutt bee performed after the fame manner 
and altogeather withthe fame obferuation 


of-filence andthen they are to reade whom 


the lady Abbeffe, or Superior, or shee who 


shall haue the Charge shall appoynte- 


y. After dinner an hower is permitted 


|) thé for Recreation,and after wards at Noone 


or fomewhat after, they fing or fay the 
Nynth, but foe that vppon thofe dayes in 
which they faft nor, they may bee all in t- 
tence about one ofthe Clocke after Noone, 


' that their for the {pace of an hower they 


may recolle& themfelues. or occupy them- 
feluesin prayer, or in the reading of fome 
fpirituall bookes: But vppon faiting dayes 
this -hower of filence is put of yntill foure 
of the Clocke. 


8. Outoflentthey are to fing orfay their 
ID+3 Euen- 
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Euenfong at three of the C] 


ne, which ended, they may fpend the reft| 
oftheir tymertill fupperor Collation accor | 
ding to their difcretion, or deuotion; yer | 
all wayes in filence except the Abbefi= shall | 
_thinke good to v{e their helpes and affiftan. | 
ccin fome bufineffe or Office: but if they fait | 
thenthey keepe their filence from foure til] i 
fiue, as hath beene fayde. | 
9. When it is nor fafting day they goeto | 
Supper halfe an hower before fiue, but)! 
When itis a Faft they receaue their Colation | 


Ocke after nooa| 








at fiue which being ended an hower of re- | 
creation is permitted thems halfe an hower || 





. bee kepr, from | 
howers and Evéfon 
voullthey bee ended, except for fome very || 
great reafons the contrary beethoughr fome || 
tymes requifir, | 

10. They are to hane allowed thema quartir 
ofan hower after Complynefor the exami- 
nation of their Confciences, ym mediately i 
aftertheyare to reade or heare the matter} 
oftheir mediration forthe nextday, When 
they haue ended that they multfor Cun lege | 
thwith depart to their dormitory 2 they jay || 
and foeapply the Remnantof their 07%. 
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tyme in their neceflary ‘affayres, as at eight 
‘the may bee in bede. 
1. Wee haue thus breifly comprifed the- 
fe matters inthis place which are more @mt- 
ply and perticulerly fett downe in their Ce- 
“‘remonies, what tyme foeuer shall bee Va- 
cantandfree from the devine Office, from 
Silence, and from their other affore faide 
| Obferuances, the Religious muft imployin 
fach labours and Workes as by the Abbefle 
and Superior shalbee appointed foe that 
| they.worke noecurious, vaynes and feculer 
things for wordly vfes, as are purfes, Bandes 
handchercheifes-and the like: 

12. Whenthey come tothe Worke houfe 
the Mother Prioreffe, or the more ancient 
deanein her abfence beginneth the Prayet 
AGionesnoftras &c. after which followeth - 
fome short Leffon or reading in Come Spirt- 
tuall booke, fromthe hearing where of no- 
ne may bee abfent without leaue This ended 

_ euery oneistobee difmilfed-or-licenced to 
» their workes, labours, or Offices as it shal- 
_ bee appointed them yallthey mult indeavor 
}..to accomplish with due filence, except pet 
happs neede require that they fpeake fome 
what breifely, and by the way of fuch mat- 
ters as appartayne to their Offices and bufi- 
neffes, Finally when they leaue oftheir wore 
ke the prayer Sufcipe Clememifime Deus, being 

D4 fayd 
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fayd, they arein all peace to depart totheir 
other Obediences, | 


CHAPTER 13. 


Of fiuch prayers as by Obligation are to 
bee fayd for the lining and | 
the dead. 


ay cuery Month a Maffe isto bee 
fung or fayd for your Benefa@orsthat 
are aliue,and foe often cuery Religious shalk 
fay for them one Rofary,or the third parte 
of the Pfalter of our bleffed Lady, contay- 
ning fine Pater nofters and fifety Aues with 
a Greede, 

2. When the Abbeffe hath rendred her 
Soule to her Creator, euery Religious in 
fitt tyme when they shall haue opportuni- 
tie shall fay fifereene Rofaryes in manner 
before (pecified, and the Conuent shall take 
fare to procure that therty Maffes bee fayd 

Or her. | 

3. Thirely in their Church after the who- 
Je Office of the deada folemne Mafie muft 
bee fung for the Abbefle deceafed: like me 

: € 
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| Te afolemne Maffe ( without the Office. of 
| thedead)is to bee fung onthe third,fenenth, 
| andthirtith dayes after her deceafe,or vppon 
fomeother dayes more fitt. =| 
| 4. Alfoe every yeare vppon the Friday 
_ of the firft weeke of Aduent, not hindred 
With a Feaft, other wife vppon fome other 
| day in like manner not hindred , they shall 
- fing the Euenfong and the No@urne, with 
_ the Laudes, anda folemne Maffe for all the 
Abbeffe of ther monaftery departed this life. 
. 5+ When any profeffed Religious dyeth, 
in her Monattery, at the firft Opportunity 
the whole Office of the dead, and a folemne 
| Maffe is to bee fung, and the like is to bee 
| performed for her vppon the Third, Seuenth, 
_ and Thirtith dayes (but without the Office 
| of the dead ) or foe many Maffes shalbee 
_fung for her vppon fome other dayes more 
 fitt for the performance there of, and other 
_ feuen Maffes are to bee {ayd for the fome, 
_ Moreouer ecuery one of the Conuent shal} 
fay fiue Rofaryes for her, and euery day 
after Mattines and Euenfong for the {pace 
_of a moneth they shall fay de profundis 
_ withthe Prayer Abfolue, both for the Ab- 
beffe as alfoe for the Soules of their. Sifters 
deceafed. | | 
__ 6 Vppon the Fri day after the firft Sune 
day in Lent, not hindred with a double 
: | Ds -  Featt, 
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Feaft, otherwife vppon another fittdaynext | 
following, a folemne Maffe shalbee fung 
for them tat haue dyed in the Monaftery | 
as alfoe the Euenfong of the dead with © 
one No@urne and the Laudes shalbee fung | 
or fayd for them, the which may bee per- | 
formed the day before the afforefayd fo- || 
lemne Maffe bee celebrated. : 
7. One folemne Maffe, with the whole 
Office of the dead, shalbee fung for thofe © 
Nouices, who in their Nouishipp shall © 
depart out of this life, after they haue re- 
ceaued the habite of holy Religion. | 
6. Such Scollers as haue entred in tothe || 
Monattery with intention to goe forward | 
in Religion, shall haue granted them after || 
the Evenfong and whole Office of thedead) || 
a folemne Maffe to bee offered and cele- || 
brated for them. 
9. Once euery yeare in Aduent after the || 
Maffe celebrated for the Abbeffes (as hath 
beene fayd ) another shalbee fung in due 
tyme for the Soules departed, offuch Reli- | 
gious of other Monaiteryes as areof your | 
Congregation, and liue vnder the tame 
Rule and Statutes with you. | 
10. For the founder departed this life,all | 
thofe things are to bee performed which | 
are appointed for an Abbeffe deceafed, and | 
for a perpetuall memory they shall fing his 
Anniuct: — 


a a oe 
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Anniverfary Office with a folemne Maffe 


and both aliue and dead hee is made per 
taker of all the Merritts of the whole Cons 
gregation. 

it. When the Father or Mother of any 
proteffed Religious departeth this life, a 
Maffe muft beefung for euery one of them. 

12. For the right Reuerend Bishopp in 
whole dioceffe they refide they shall fing 
the whole Office of the dead | and vppon 
the Third, Seuenth, and Thirtith dayes , or 
fome other three more fitt dayes, they shall 
fing three other Maffes, and euery one shall 
{aya Kolary for his Soule: all which mut 
bee performed for their Ghoftly Father, 
Who hath much laboured and taken pay- 
nes in aduancing the good of the Monae 


 ftery,and hee may bee made pertaker of 


the mirritts of the Conuent, if foe to the 
Conuent it shall feeme expedient. Orher 
Benefactors and frends when they dy, be- 
fides this Offices and Maffes which the 
Conuent may grant them in perticuler the 

shall al foe bee made pertakers of all thofe 
Mafles which ( according to the Miffall of 
Rome ) are fayd or fung euery Munday by 


_ your Chaplaine. 


13. If any thing be thought expedientto 


_ bee further granted to any ofthe afforefayd, 
| detrit bec done vppon deuotion, and accor- 


ding 
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| 


| ding to their deferts, with this prouifo, that | 
i noe burthen bee impofed vppon the Con- | 
a uent for any long fpace. : 
14. The Abbeffeand Conuent shall found 
| | noe Maffe for any perfonin perticuler: yet 
aii they may mayntayne a Chaplaine whoe may 
fay Maffe for fucn perfons deceafed, asap-— 
| pertayne to the Monaftery, yet foe, thatthe 
ah Fundation may not bee thoughttobee ma-~ } 
de for any one in perticuler. , 
is. Let a Regifter bee made, where in | 
the names of all the Benefactors both living | 
anddead who haue notably aduanced the | 
temporall good of the Monaftery may bee ' 
fettdowne, In the fame al foe are to bee | 
fett downe all the names of fuch Religi- | 
ous asin the Monaftery departed this lite, | 
and in the fame alfo is to bee written if | 
any thing of noate hapned to them, either | 
in their life or at their death that it may | 
ferue for an Example to Pofteritie, and lett _ 
thefe things bee reade the day beforetheir_ 
yeares yndes , or Annyuerfaryes, that 
peculiar care and memory may bee had _ 
of them. Ae I 
16. And for as much as after holy de- — 
uoute Prayers, Almesdeeds doe much hel- | 
pe for the extinguishing of the Paynes in | 
Purgatory, it is here ordayned that in that | 
monaftery, where in any of the profefled | 
Religious | 


— 
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\eligious paffeth out of this. life, all fuch 

‘yeate and drincke as is giuen to the reft: 
/fthe Religious, bee dayly fert on the Ta- 

Je in the RefeGory, in the fame place 

where the fore fayd Religious was wont 

Jo fitt, as if shee ware yet living; all which 

jr as much as the Lady Abbeile or Supe- 

fior shall appoynte, afterwards is to bee 
jiuen in Almes to fome one poore perfon 
br to diuers, for the fpace of thirty dayes 
lind that for the benefitt of the Soule de- 
darted, Neither may, any other fitt in that 
place, but it being left voyde, lett a litle: 
ICrofle bee placed on the Table couered’ 
with a blacke Cloth, and another blacke 
Cloath bee made faft to the Wall in the 
vacant place in Remembrance of the dead 
Religious Sifter, that the reft may bee mo- 
lued to due Compundtion by the memory 
of death, and bee the more excited to pray 
Iwith. greater feruour ‘for her that is dead, 
land finally may there by bec ftirred vpp 
to lead. their lives more carefully and per- 
feGtly for the tyme to come, 
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PHAR THE FIRST. 
Of the cbonfing of the’ Abbeffe. 


LL Order of good difciplyne,; 
e< and almoft the whole good and 
MVAXG Conferuation of the Monaftery 
~ars= dependeth yvppon the prudent 
gouernement of the Abbeffe, therefore it 
appertayneth to every one, for the good 
defire they beare to the good aduancemét 
lof the Conuent, to bee very carefull in: 
|| this poynte,that they choufe fuich an one for 
the Gouerneife of all, whoce is likeft to pro~ 
}uide for the peace and tranquillitie of all, 
| and efpecially for the fetting forth of God 
his honor in all things; Therefore fuch 
| Religious as are profeffed for the Quier, 
(for fuch onely haue ative and paffiue 
| Voyces in the chufing of the Abbeffe, and 
| cheifeft Officers) shalbee bound as in a 
matter of foe great moment and weight; 
to make ele&ion of her whom in their 
| Confciences they thinke moft fitt for that 
pueftice, | 





Ad 2, None 
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2. None may bee chofen for Abbeffe that} 
is vnder fourty yeares of age, and who hath} 
not lined laudably. for eight yeares, after} 
their expreffe Profeflion, as the holy Coun-| 
cell of Trent hath decreed ; except in Cafe} 
{uch a one cannot bee found in the Mo- 
naitery,then by grant of the fame Coun-| 
fell, another fitt perfon may bee chofen| 
whoe isaboue thirty yeares ould, and that] 
hath beene profeffed for the {pace of fiué 
yeares, and hath all requifite Conditions 
for this dignitie, foe that with all the Bi-| 
shopp doe yeald his confent there vnto. 

3. They shall obferuethat Order in deli-| 
uering their Voyces that is fete downe in| 
that Counfell, which is, that they are to 
deliner them at the Grate, and moreouer| 
the Ele@ muft haue cwo parts of three of| 
the Voyces, according to the Bull of Gre- 
gory the 13. fett forth the7.of Aprill. inthe 
yeare of our Lord 1574- | 

4. The Abeffe ( be fides thofe Conditions 
where of mention is made in the fecond, 
and fixty foure Chapters.of the Rule )muft 
bee fuchaone,as of whom their hath bee- 
ne had noe finifter opinion, either fince her 
comming to the Conuent, or before whyle 
shee hiued in the World, that shee bee en- 
dewed with the Giftes of body and mind 

as | 
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| 
fas may beft retayne Authority,’ that shee 


be in efpeciall manner free from all in- 


Jordinate Paflions, and finally that shee bee 
fach a one, that shee may bee Iudged fitt 
land able to gouerne, and adminifter well 
the Temporalities and Spiritualities of her 
| Monattery. 


s, Albeit ic may foe fall ont that shee 


I which is vnlawfully be gotten, may bee 





| admittedinto this Congregation; yet ts not 


expedient to promote arry {uch to the go- 
uernement of the Manaitery; Wherefore 
shee shall not haue pafliue Voyce to this 
dignitie, except very great Reafons doe vige 
the contrary: and when it shall feene re- 
quifite to procede other wife,shee mult haue 
for her eleétion, three partes of all the 
Voyces of the Choofers, as in like manner 
that Religious whoe is within three degrees 
of Confanguinitie to the next precedent 
Abbeffle, muft haue the fame number of 
fuffrages for her Eliction. 
6. Noe perticuler Religious may haue 
a double Voyce for the Election ofthe Ab- 
beffe, or of any other Officer of the Mo- 
naftery, as neither shee that is abfent out 
of the monaftery hath any Voyce to choufe 
al though the fayd abfent Religious may 
haue pafliue Voyce. But the Religious that 
: A 3 15 106 
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is foe ficke that shee cannot bee prefent 
at che Scrutiny muft deliver vpp her Suffra- | 
Bc and Voyce by thofe Scrutatrices, that] 
for thattyme shall bee chofen by the ,Con= 
vent. 

4. None of what dignitie, Nobilitie, or 
degree foeuer befides the Religious of the. 
fame Monaftery profeffed for the Quier}' 
may haue any Voyce to ele&. if therefore 
any other perfon either by word or wriz| 
ting shall commend any oneto bee elected} 
by the Conuent they muft all take good 
pecede that they deliuer not their Voyces 
in regard of that Commendation: as alfoe 
shee may not fucceede the decealed Ab- 
befle, for whom the faide Abbeffe did in 
her life tyme folicire the Conuent, except 
shee bee chofenin {uch fort as before hath 
beene declared. 7 

8. The Prioreffe when the Abbeffe is 
wanting muit gouerne the Monaitery, vn- 
till an other Abbeffe bee eleGed. Sheeshall | 
certify the right Reuerende Lord Bishopp of 
the death of her Superior, whom shee shall | 
dilligently haften to the eleGion of herthat | 
is to fuccede, the which ought to beedone | 
with in a Moneth, at the moft, if the Bis- | 
hopp cann bee prefent or conueniently | 
appoynte an other, whoe in his place may 

e | aflit 
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affift as the EleGion. | | 
9. ThePrioreffe shall certify the Conuent aii 
whar anfweare shee hath receaued from the i 
right Reuerende the Lord Bishopp » and if 
shee receaue from him any letters lett her 
carefully {ee they bee read to the Conuent,as 
alfoe ali {uch Statutes cocerning the Elecu6, 
neither may any aske any Counfayle ofany 
perfon for the EleGion of any but onely of 
the ghoftly Father, to the End shee may 
‘bee the better dire@ted in her Confcience 
yet foe that the Religious confulr not one 
with another about the promoting or put~- 
ting downe of any, if they shall doe other 
wife, they shall.not onely cuer bee depri- 
ued of aétiue and pafliue Voyce, but shee 
shall endure all whatfocuer other Cenfut- 
res the Prioreffe and Conuent shall im fice 
| vppon her. 
 * yo. It shall not bee lawfull for thePrio- 
-refle orany other Religiousto fpeake with | 
Externes except fome moft important caufé Ss 
-perfwade the Contrary; and how often , 
{oeuer they are then to {peake with them y . 
two ofthe Deanesshalbee prefent who toge hia 
| 


; 
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ather with the Prioreffe shall heare, and 
fee whatfoeuer is fayd or done; and what Fi 
focuer of fpeciall moment hapneth aiter Wi 
the Abbefies deceafe, shee shall diligently nit 

A 4 declare HH 


















negle& the fpirituall ‘good of their Mona- 
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declare to the Bishopp or tohis Vicegerent, |; 

it. Foras much as theyincurr priuation}, 
of Activerand pafline Voyce, as alfoe other}. 
penalties who have foilicited to gett the}: 
Voyce ofanotherto the promotion of any,} 
foe all shaibee obliged to reueale all foch 
pradifes. vnder the fame penaltye; and it 
shall belong tothe Bishopp, to difcerneand 
determyne what wordsand procedings are 
to bee held for dire& or indire folliciting. 

12. Althoughe they may haue an Eye to 
the/Nobilitic, and honor ‘of the kindred of 
any thatis to bee elected, yet the Convent 
muft bee very carefull, that they doe not 












ftery, whyle they regard the temporal 
commodity. | | | 

13. To the End the eleGion maythe bet- 
ter proceede, and that they may procure 
for them felues God his holy afliftance in 
that which foe much maketh for their com- 
mon:good, after the Funeralls of !the de- 
ceafed Abbeffe the Conuentshall apply all 
their prayers;and Exercifes for this End. 

14. When they are to deliure their fuf- 
frages they shall abftayne from’ mutuall 
Conuerfation for the}{pace of three dayes, 
neither shall they come to geather butto the 
celebrating of deuine feruice,to the readi ngs 
an 
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pand to the Refectory; and vppon the very HW 
day of the election, after they haue fong ‘| 
}a Mafle of the holy Ghoft, they shall retyre Hii 
'themfelues to their Cells, vnrill they bes | 1 
called to giue their Voyces. 
_ 15. To the end noe Error happen in de- 
linering their Suffrages, the Prioreffe shall 
deliner the names of all the profeffed in 
writing that haue any Voyces, cither tothe 
Bishopp or to him whoe fupplyeth his place 
and in the fayd writing shee shail fetrdowne + 
ther age, the yeares and tyme of their pro- 
ffeffion, togeather with all fuch Exceptions 
or Canonicall impediments, as the Statutes 
haue fete downe againit their EleGion, 

16. Two or three mature graue and Re- 
ligious men are to bee chofen bythe Chap- 
ter, Whoe for the more honor ofthat A@tion 

may bee prefent withthe Lord Bishopp, ar 
the Election, and the Bishopp or hee, who 
(at the Bishopps appoyntement) shall pre- 
fide atthe Election hauing obferuedall thar 
is {ett downe inthe Statutes, shall declare 
at the Grate the perfon eleGed; Bur if inis i 
the firft two Scrutinyes fufficient fuffrages 1m 
doe not agree, then lett thofe three which i 
had the moft fuffrages in the laft Scrutiny ill 
bee propofed tothe Conuent, and in the | 
third shee that by balloting or by Boules 
i A§ shali 











shall haue fufficient Voyces, is to bee held 


for Ele@. Andif againe inall the fayd three 


Scrutinyes they haue equall, or not fuffici~ | 
ent fuffrages, then the more Ancient prof- | 


felfed among them is to bee preferred and 
to bee denounced Abbeile. _ 


17. The election ended, and declared by | 
him that prefided, all the Religions are ta | 
retyre themfelves into the Chapter: where | 
(after the Elca& hath according tothe man- | 
ner accufed herfelfe in generall of all her | 
defects) shee muft according and to rhe te- | 
nor and forme of that writing that is fett | 
downe in the booke of Ceremonyes, pror | 


mifethat shee will neuer fuffer any fur ther 


libertic to bee broughtinto the Congrega- | 


ean 
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tion, then the holy Rule and Statuts doe |, 


permitr; but chat shee will endeavor toge- 


ather with the grace and afsiftance of God | 


that the Congregation bee conferued in 
Spirritt, and aduanced in the fame, and if 


shee shall efpy that it fayleth in any thing | 


other wife then it ought, that shee will 
labour (calling tchofe to counfell by whofe) 


prudence and authority shee ma beit worke 


reformation ) to reduce and reftore it-to the} 
former good eftate, and to all this shee is) 


to figne and fubfcribe, After this protefta- 


tion made, lett the Rules and Statutes bee! 
reade 
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Ireade Which concerne the Abbeffe, and || 
then by the Prioreffé, or (if the Prioreffe A a 
§be thofen) by the ancientef deane lett her ii 
pbee placed in her Seate,. and aftherwards Wii 
eath one in perticuler shall doe her that | 
Rewuerence,and in fuch manner asis decla- tie 
Ted in the booke of Ceremonyes, and from WE / 
that tyme euer afterwards, shal! yeald duti- lia 
jfull Obedience to all hir Commandements; 
jand all the Officers shallin publike refigne 
jto her their Offices ,leauing it ro her Free- 
jdome, either to confirme them in their OF 
|ficers,or according to the Statutes by fuffra- 
|ges to appoynte new Officers, euen as in 
jour Lord shee shall chinke moft expedient. 
| 18. The Ele@ is abfolutely forbid and 
jprohibited to inquire of any whether shee 
jgaue her fuffrage for her Ele@ion, neither: 
jmay shee either direGly or indiredly fifte 
)what pafled by her Subie@s in the marrer 
of her EleGion, neither may any tell to any PE hk 
of the Religious, or to the Abbeffe, or to 7 |) | | 
any other, either direély or indire@ly vppon 

‘whom shee beftowed her Voyce; If the | 
| Abbeffe shall offend herein, shee is to vn- 
\derftand that there by shee hath loft all Iu- 
vifdiGion, but if others fignify foe much i 
feither to the Abbeffe or to any others, in ! I] 
(doe doing they loofe both aGiue and paffiue Bit 
ag Voyce 
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Vovce for.euer $ : 

ig. The Ele@, before her benedition, | 
for the fpace of fome dayes shall liue fepe- | 
rate irom the reft, that well and dilligent 
ly shee may examyne her owne defects P 
and that shee may imploy that tyme in Con-} 
templation of fpiritoall matters, where by! 
being illuminated by thy 


guift of Wiledome, ar 
vent and burning zeale of his deuine ho-} 
nour, and that shee may endeavour to Cor-' 
re& and reforme her owne defects, or any | 
fuch perticuler abufes, as shee shall note} 
to haue crept into the Congregation. 
oo. In fitt tyme ( whenthe Lord Bishopp} 
shalbee at leifure ) lett the accuftomed Be- 
nedictid bee parformed, either intheChurch} 
of her owne Monattery, or in fome other 
as hee shall appointe: at which fomefoure| 
profefied Religious (at the left) elected by} 
the Conuentshalbee prefent, and thofe Ex-| 
pences ( by confent of the Chapter}; with 
regatd had of Religious pouerty) are to bee 
made, as may feeme fitt and feemely for 
fach an Aion. ! 
a1. The Abbefie of this Congregation ce 
c¢ 
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Hee perpetuall, except chrough age, notable Hl 
nfirmity, ot {which god forbied ) for fome i 
reuious Fault, (ashere after is fett downe) 
hee shalbee iudged by the Voyces of two Hil 
Harts of three of the Conuent, togeather HBTs. 
with the Verdi@ of the Ordinary to bee i 
mfitt for gouernment. 

22. It may not bee lawfull for the Ab- 
efle or Ele (thar is accufed of any faule 
Jor which shee may bee brought into dan- 
ker of depofition( cicher by her felfe or 
thers, to feeke our who gaue their Voy- 
ces againit her. If shee shalldoe otherwite 
kuen thereby shee shalbee depriued of her 
Pignity, and they whoe either direGly or 
dndirectly difcouered what others haue done 
here in conceruing her, shall loofe both 
actiue and pafliue Voyce for euer after. 

23. If the Abbefle would retligne her Of- 
fice becaufe shee findeth her felfe much 
joroken in age, and in her ftrenght,or that 
shee might the better attend to her owne BS 
(pirituall good,shee may not obtayne leaue 
jto doe it, except two of three parts of the 
Conuent, togearher with the confent of the | 
sOrdinary do yeald there ynto. Hi & 
34. If the Abbeffe shall obtayne leane to ite - 
efigne, shee shall make her fayd Refigna- il F 
ion in the prefence of the right Reuerend 1 
Lord Hi 
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Lord Bishopp, or of him whom hee shall} 
fubftitute in his place, And becaufeit is pre, 
fumed, tharshee hath done this forthe com 
mon good of the’ Couent, the Abbeife tha 
shall fuccede, muft vfe her as aperpetual 
Affiftant about her; and to bee fubie® te}, 
none but to her felfe onely; and in her diet} 
all fuch allowance muft bee giuen to hel} 
as is accuftomed to the other Abbeffe, anc{ 
the reft areto vfe the fayde Reuerences tf 
her; as they are accuftomed to their othe 
Abbeifles, and when shee dyeth shee is t¢ 
enioyallthofe priuiledges, which they eniot 
that dy in their Offices, and sheet is to hau 
a double Voyce in the Elefion of her Sue: 


ceffor, (but for her owne Refignation sheil 


| 


shall hane noe voyce) as alfoe shee mut} 


haue a double Voyce in the eleGion of al 
the other Officers, which by the Conuent} 
Voyces are to bee chofen? : 

as. Jf the Abbefle efpy any Error com 
mitted by her predeceflor, lett her foe hand 
le the matter, that shee feeke {till to con 
ferue her Reputation, and as often as she 
maketh mention of her deceafed Predecef] 
for, shee muft neuer name her but in hono 
rable manner, as shee muft likewife hau 
care thatall her Subiccts doe the fame. 











THE SECOND PARTS. iy 


THE II. CHAPTER. 


Of the chofing of the other 
Officers. 


Oe Religious may haue pafliue Voy- 
ce for the principall Officers, except 
ee hauc lived iaudably foure yeares atthe 
Jatt in Religion, after her Profefsion;and 
fe fiue and twentie yeares ould complea- 
except wrgent necefsitic bee to the 
pntrary . | 
2. The principall Officers, to witt the 
Iriorefle, deanes Miftreffe of the Nouices, 
{siftants, depofitary Cellarier, Sacriftane, 
Thantrefle, Portrefie, Thourier, Infirmares 
pd Guardrobe, mutt bee chofen by more 
pen halfe the Voyces of the Conuent, theit 
foyces mutt bee fettrdowne in writing, and 
xe fayd writings muft bee perufed by the 
-bbeiie, and the Scrutatrices, and they are 
) bee publickly reade in the hearing ofall 
ither bythe Abbeffe or by one ofthe Scru- 
f trices, whom shee will appoynte, andthe 
ayd writings are all to bee burned before 
hey departe out of the Chapter. 
3. If any difficulty arife about the deliue- 
ing of their Sufttages, and that ic happen 
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that fufficient Voyces doe not fagree, Ie] 
that Order bee taken as before was fe}! 
cowne in the'Ele@ion ofthe Abbeffe, whe 
the like cafe doth fall out. it 

4-Shee that shall endeaucur to procure fe?! 
her felte, or for any other, by any meant} 
the Voyce of any for any of the aforefayf 
Offices, shee shalbce depriued of all aGit| 
and pafliue Voyce whyle sheliueth; whic? 
punishment shee shall alfoe incurr; that be 
vn iuft perfwafions and complayntes sha? 
labour to hinder any from any Office, ex! 
cept shee make her complaynts ohely to th] 
Lady Abbefie . | 

§- Thefe before named Officers are t] 
bee chofen cuery third yeare,and therefor 
at a tyme for this appoynted (to witt vppo; 
the firit Munday in Lent not hindred by | 
Feait, otherwife vppon the next day follo! 
Wing ) they shall all refigne their Office 
in the Chapter houfe, and the Conuent mui{# 
choule others in their placess Yet it is per, 
mitted that the Conuent may onely onci} 
confirme the felfe fame perfon in her Off 
fice; where in notwithftanding shee shal 
not continue more then for fix yeares; Bul 
if any one is able to fullAll and well ac} 
complish divers Offices, it is left to the Cont 
ucnis libertie to conftiture fewer. 
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16. The terme of three yeares is limited 
@ely for thofe Officers as haue well per- 
rmed their Offices: but if any bee found 
#t {ufficientlyfite for her Office, shee may 
fe difcharged of her Office whenfoe- 
bt the Abbeffe and Conuenc thinke fitt. 
47. The Sifter of the Lady Abbefle may 
ft bee chofen for Prioreife, deane, Affi- 
pnt, depofitary, Cellarier, Thourier, or 
prtrefie, whyle the Abbedfe liueths except 
#ee hath the third parte, of foure of the 
woyces of the Conuent. | 
8. The Inferiot Officers , Wwhoe are riot 
#ct downe among the afforenamed princi 
all Officers, and are appoynted for diuers | 
Junctions ih the Conuent, tay bee cho- pi 
n for fuch offices by the Abbefle her 
tlfe alone, and whereas they may beé of 
i'n. changed, as the reft, yet if any haue 
pudably behaued her felte in her charge 
jnec may the longer bee contynued: in the 
Jame, yet foe, rhat this bee done rather vp- 
on neceflitie, then vppon any priuate and 
perticuler affection . 
| 9. None may confer with any about the 
jetting vpp or taking away of any Offices 
put with the Abbeffe alone; or in publike 
-hapter, and if she proceede otherwife,she 
3 to bee punished at the difcretion of the |) 
5 Abbetle 
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waa Abbeffe and Conuent. 
Lh | 1, All the Officers are to reade or heare} 
re once every moneth all fuch Rales, dire} 
|| ctions, and Statutes as appertayne to thei}, 
Offices: and the Inferior Officers are to haug} 
them written, and fete vpp in fome place} 
in their Offices. 
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THE Ill. CHAPTER. 
_, Of the Office of the Abbeffe. 


i. ‘Or afmuch as the Abbeffe ‘is by} 

: almightie God appoynted Go- 
wernefie ouer the Spowfes of Lefus-Chrift, 
to direc and confirme them in the way 
of his Holy Commandements and of 4 
perfe& Religious life, there fore. shee 
ought to excell.all her Subie&s in Charity, 
Fayth, Chaftitie, Wifedome, and notable 
humilitie, that shee may aduance and fett 
them fowards to the due keeping and ob- 
feruance of their holy Rule and Conttitu- 
tions and to the topp of all perfection noc 
lefle. by her exemplar life, and behauiour 
then by the authoritie and dignitie of her 
Office, Where vppon shee muit carry to 
alla motherly harte and affection , and 
endeauour to make them familier and tyed 
ih a kOe 
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in loue towards her felfe , that with grea- 
iter confidence they may maketheir recour- 
ife vnto her , as to their common mother 
find there by fobmitt themfelues ro all her 
‘Commandements, and Councells, and per- 
Biorme all things, drawne rather. by. the 
HMpirnc of loue, then by feare and force of 
Conftraynt; _ é 
_ 2. Euery day inperticuler manner shee 
ought to imploy fome tyme where in shee 
may ferioufty confider with her felfe , by 
Wwhat manner and meanes ; shee may beit 
Here forward the Common good and prof- 
Hitt of her charge.yAnd shee oughttoendea- 
faour ( foe farr forthas the fandry bur thens 
Jénd butineflesfo the Monaftery will permitt) 
jto affift with the reft and bee prefent in 
Jthe Quierand other places of Obferuances, 
jandcto obferue all thofe things ynto which 
{the reft are tyed. | 
|. 3. Shee muit haue a care of the fpiri- a 
jtuall and Corporall good of all, yea and of Hs 
jeuery one in perticuler , shee muft fuffer i 
jeach of them to haue -a-free.accefle ynto 
her » foe-often-as-they..shall. requeftit ; of 
as shee shall know or vnderftand it wilbet: 
jprofitable vnto them , and that shee her 
felfe may well and fittly attend there- 
junto. 
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4. Shee muft receaue and intertayne fuck | 
4s come vnto her with all fuauity and gent } 
leneffe; and shee muft bee very wary that } 
by her Countenance, or vehemency of her | 
words, or manner of carriage and prose 
ceeding shee doe not at any tyme feare them, | 
that with freedome and Confidence they) 
may not difcouer and lay open their difh- 
A culties ynto her. | 
rt 5- Lett her shew a motherly affection to” 

i fuch as any way offend, that they may fee 
thattheir faultand not their perfon is dif- 
plea fing toher, andlett her carry her fel- 
fe, that shee may not bee notedto bee dif- 
gufted with any one; finally in giving of 
Penances lett her haue an Eyeto the {piri- 
tuall good of every one, and that noe wayes | 
shee feeke their trouble and vexation, | 
aliwayes ‘diligently and maturely thinking 
and caiting wik her felfe, by what meanés 
the pennances which shee enioyneth, may 
helpe to aduance their fpirituall good. 

6. Infuchthings.as touch the Common 
difciplyne, lett her shew her felfe firme and 
conitante, and lett her notat any tyme fuf- 
fér any thing to bee violated and infringed; | 
where vnto they are bound by Rule or Sta- 
tute. Bur in thole chings that are heldJeffe 
effentiall lete her not bee to hard ,and dif- 

<3 ficill 
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| 
. 
Gcillin difpenfing, and foelett her mayntay 
he good Order and difciplyne.. that shee 
Snay difcretely and prudently apply her | 
Henfations to the folace of her Subieds, il 
find the more feruice of almighty God. | 
= 7- Lett her often enquire of the Brio- 
treffe and conferr with her, concerning the Hh 
Bate of the Conuent, and alfoe of the Mi- Hi 
Rreffe ofthe Nonices , depofitayre, and Cel- i 
jlarier , concerning all fuch matters-as be- 
long to their Charge; and.shee muftcom- 
Wmaunde them torepayre to her fo. oftenas 
Incedeshallrequire. w” 
8. Sheeshall once euery moneth,either 
y her felfe or by fomeothers, whom shee 
Ishall appoynte,, ( efpecially the deanes).vilit 
allthe Officesof the Monattery,but e{pecial- 
ly of the depofitayre, Cellarier , Sacriftane, 
4 Guarderoabe and Infirmair; alfoe once cue- 
4ry monethshee shall vilict by her felfe, or by 
Jher faydaffignes the Cells of all the Reli- 
| sions, andthe peculisr offices of all vnder 
Officers , that shee may fee how in all 
: things Religious decency, cleanlynefle,and 
jorder bee kepr,and obferueds pow ro : 
| 9.,.Lett her_bee-vigilanc.that all the Of- i) 
\ficers execute and performe their Offices ig 
| with greatfweerneife, Charity and humi- ihe: 
}lity, and lett fuch bee put from their Offi- | ' 
Biz ces, tf) 
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ces that behave them felues trouble fomely, 
therein; and are found harsh and greuious) 
toother ; yet lett her not give caly care te} 
Inferiours againf{ their Superiours, and 
what'shee heareth lett her maturely and dil#4 
lisently wayghe and examyne , and wit 
hout very reafonnable caufe Inferiours arej 
not to haue acceffe ynto her, for thofle mat-\ 
ters , which the fubordinate Officers can) 
{ufficient ly per forme bythem felues, and 
would doe foe ifthe fayd Inferiours would 
come ynto then. : t 

to. Althougheshee ought much to con-| 
fide vppon her Officers , yett lett her bewa-; 
rethat nothing bee permitted to their inor- 
dinate Paflions , andifat any tyme any Con 
tention or difpute should happen among 
them, whereby auertion of mynds and indi- 
gnation may bee feared, lett her carefully 
feeke to hinder this Inconuenience , by ma- 
king peace among them, and by procure 
ing that they allwayes shew fuch fignes of 
humilitie , and Charitie each to other, as 
may nourish and increafe religious aflection, 
and loue among them. 

it. Shee muit havéa fpeciall gareoffuch) 
as are ficke and infirme, and-thoflésheemuti| 
eften vilitt, and endeavour to confort,and in} 
allthings ( as much,as lyethin her power) 
lett 
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petther haue care of peruerty, but yett foe 
hat Religious decency bee ftill mayntai- 
hed. 

Po iz. Lett keafsequent the common Refe- 
Rory with the reft, foe often as by her health, 

Dr her other great affayres shee may and at 

Sable lett her haue fome meate aboue , and 


Hifferent from the reft, whereof shee may . 


®mparte to thofe whom shee shall thinke to 
ee moftinfirme and weake, and when shee 
Gs abfent from the Refe@ory lett her by rur- 

nes inuite fuch Religious,as by this way shee 
WS hall thinke their weakeneffeand intirmitie 
@may bee holpen or conforted, 


| 


4 THE IV. CHAPTER. " 
7 MN. Av ‘oa 
| Of the Office of the Prioreffe. 









| NH, 40, y 
y of HE Prtoreffe is chofen to eafe » im 
fa » Mil 
the Abbefle’ of a great parte OF Sane 


ber burthen, shee, in her {peach efpecially, 
Jand in her conuerfation,oug ht to iiudy how 
ito edify cuery one, Whoé as shee is a guide to 
others , foe much shee beea Rule of all good 
HY ertuous life and behauiour , not making 
fany shew of affeted Superioritie or permit- 
iting thefame to any other, that the Infe- 
riours being conioyaed with Elders and Su- 
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periours may ferue cach other in fincere ha) 
militie; and therefore albeit shee bee thi 
mother ofthe reft, yer according to her Of 
fice is shee to labourto feruethereft; 
2. When the Abbeffe BY reafon of helt 
other hindrances cannat execute thof)) 
| things that appertayne to her Office, then iif 
| belongeth tothe Prioreffe, to doe all thof 
|} a things which the Abbeffe her felfe shoulils 
al -. hauedone, if shee had beene prefent, as-6| 
4 ginethe BenediGiensinthe Quiar, 46 granly 
#1 leaue to {peake with Exrernes, to receau)| 
Sw andgiee prefents% andfuch like; where o|{ 
“wir ¥ afterwards shee isto certify the Abbeiie 1); 
pew Litt tyme, yea commonly shee may do): 
wwe all thofe things, whichinthefe Srarures ar} 
et Saide, and fett downe, that by the Superiou| { 

yt they may-bee done , efpecially then whe 
: eh they cannot haue accefle to the Abbefic he , 
BY Melte. oh | 
y 
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(| fa 3- Inthe Abfence ofthe Abbeffeshec : 
i to commaund according as matters occurs i} 
the.Quiar , chaperone , Refectory,dortu| 

re, and Worke beute , yea and in allothe 
4 places, wherethe Conneat is in any tym 
allembled ;1n thefe places sheeis allwaye 
to bee prefent withthe Connent, or if she 
cannot bee prefent, shee shall have care th: 
fome one of the deanes may {upply her plac 
ribs ek cg ias ia ae 
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| 4. In her Wordes and external) beha- 
Suiourlecc her demeane her felfe wich all 
i{weetenefle , andlenhertake -diligent-eare 
that iatke Chapter houfetwhereintheab- 
Htenceofthe Abbefle-sheeistorefide ashath 
I beenefayd) nothing beedone either by her 
iW felfe or others, that may giue iuft oceafion of 
offence, but lert her endeauour to induce her wil 
Sifters with all fuanitie,and exrernall shew Wi 
of loue to the accomplishing of thofe things 
iwhich are expedient, and lett her offer 
her felfe ready to yeaid them all comfort and 
i fatisfa&ion, making herfelfe familiar vnto 
# chem yet retayning her due grauitie, thatby 
W thofe meanes all may reuerence her and 
§ with their dutifull cariage acknowledge her 
| for their Superiour, 
4 5. Once every monethshee shall goe to 
@ the Abbeife to acquainte her with thofe | 
_tnings, which shalbee thought requifitt shee eS 
should vnderftand. EN 
I’ 6. Lett her not thruft Nihed in to 


~~ 


} 


—_——. 


(= ee 


| meddle whith thofe Offices, whofe care and 
| Charge, are by the Abbeffe “and Conuent 
committed to others, neither lett her offer 

| co difpofe of the Conuerfé Sifters. 
AT? £73 SSH ninft not fuffer fuch as haue Off- 
ces to difpofe of themfelues without her 
knoyledge,yet may shee not hinderthem in 
: Ba MS Lay a B 5 their 
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their Fundtions,and Offices ; that foeal 
matters may bee performedinthe beft Or: 
der, and without Confnfion, th 
*8. Shee muft not permittthat any thinep 
bee infringed or innouated, and when she 
perceaueth or feareth any great -intonue# 
nience to enfue, lett her acquaint the Ab-h 
beffe therewith, that according to her ap-pf 
poyntementfome remedy may bee prouidect 









9. Although shee may reprehend anch 
correG her Subie&s for leffer faults, as thest 
Miftreffe of the Nouices may the Nouices 
and Schollers, and the Cellarier the Con-th 
uerfe Sifters ,yetif any faults bee doubtfullh 
or more greiueous then ordinary, or of thaty 
Confideration that they may feene worthy 
of more fenere Chaftifement.then shee ( as 
alfoe thofe two others ) shall make them 
knowne tothe Abbeffe , that it may bec pro- 
uided for according to her ludgement, and 
by her authoritie. 

ro: Lerther dilligently putin Execution) 
wharfocuer is appoynted and ordayned byi 











' the Abbeffe , and in her proceedings andi 
.AGions lett her,wholly fubmitt her Indg-t 





ment and opinion to hers, perfuading allt 
others to doe the fame, not contradicting) 
or improving her Ordinances; if shee doe) 
: other 
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dither wife, befides due Corre&tion ( vnto 
avhich shee is fubie&) shee muft vnderftand 
hat shee may bee depofed from her Office 
Ms vnworthy thereof. a ay ae 
a1. Letthernot permitt any to beein the 
dsteyfter-or Garden without leaue , nor-itr | 
wheks TT tea; intyme | 
nf Recreation lett her haue care that all mee~ | 
dle togeather, thatshee may fee what foeuer 
yaffeth ; finally at night when they goe to 
ihedd, either by herfelfeor by fome other, 
whee isto vifitt all their Cells. Lye 
s} 12. Shee shalbee exempt from feruing in 
whe kitchin , and Refectory , except theaA&b- 
lbeffe for the increafe of her humilitie,shall 
totherwufe ordayne or permitt. 
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JHE v. CHAPTER. 

| + lhe : h 

ye ns Of the Deanes. 

| s. “PAHE Deanes havenoe other Of- LS 
eae . fice in: the Menaftery , then pru- [*% , 
yiently to obferue, if there happen-any thing’ 


jn the behaniour, or procedings of the pro- 
Jeffed Religious, that may neede correGion 
pr amendement,*yet may they réeprehend 
hone, butthat which belongeth totheirOf- 
jace,is this, to helpeall by their Connfayle, 
: mi ths and 
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| and their mature Iudgment if foe'bee tha, 
ia they may thinke they bee ableto helpe theny) 
> | IL with their frendly admonitions but if by thay 
ti way they finde that they doe them litle of) 
at noe.good, then lett them make it knowne til 
- the Abbeffe, or Prierefi2,-or Cellarier thal, 
‘they may.apply.more. forcible and -necef|} 

fary Remedyes to the fpirituall difeafel, 




























| |i | jul" 9. Alfoe of thefe deanesthe Affiftente: 
ae! arechofen, andif allthe deanes cannot be: a 
fue Affitentgs ( becaufethe number of the deat, 
nes may greater then the number of chile 
,,, fihents , which-nray-bee-but foure ) thet) 
' they that are the more ancient prefefted| 
c” mni{t bee preferred before the reft. Jf chi 
“wes” deanes are fewer then the Affiffants’, ther 
thofe Religious who haue noe other Offic 
in the Monaftery may bee “isiied to mak 
vpp the number ofthe Affttants. FO», 
The ladyAbbeffeis to appoynte ten Reli 
gious, or thereabouts tothe care ofthefe dea 
nes: foe that all the profeffed(onelythetedyy 
 Abbefle-and Prioreffe excepted ) muft be: 
vnder their charge; enery one ofthe-profef : 
fedvnta thefe deanes (asall the Religious t| 
the lady-Abbefle , and Priorefle : and thi, 
 Conuerfe Sifters to the Cellarier;andtheNo} 
~~ nicestotheir Miftrefle) muft doe that Reue|. 
De, ee reud| 
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nce and shewthat refpe@ , which the 

bly Rulcinthefeuentieone Chapter com- 4 , 
Wandeth to bee done totherr Ancients-and., /,, 
ithareafe,thefeonclyareto bee efteemred ,.. 
VeirvAncicnts. a a? 
i 4. The deanes in the abfence ofthe Lady 2 
lbbeffe-and Prioreffe, are to prefide in all +” 
aces of obferuances, andto beare the pla- | 

. of their Superiour, which euery one of 
#em are to performe, according tothe an- 
tjnitie of her profeflion; as alfoe inthe ab- 
4nce of the deanes the more ancient pro- 
(feds muft beare the fame Office, except 

he Abbefte-cr-Petorefle-shall appoynte o- 
Werwifle. 


THE Vi. CHAPTER. 
Of the Miftreffe of the Nouices. 


A LL finguler shew of Vertue, toge- 
i ather with a great Zeale, and fetire 
’ perfe@ion muft appeare, and brightly 
Hyne, in the life and behaviour ofthe Mit- 
Wefie of the Nouices, that by her good Ex- 
fnple shee may the better excite and ftirr 
»p thofe, that are vnder her charge, vnto 
l thofe things which their State of life 
fquireth of them; In her cariage lett her 
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allwayesgiue shew of fweereneffe, and lon} 
and in her words, lett her haue a fpecig 


modate ber commandemepts to tymes, pe 
fons;and places, well conlidering with ht 
felfe what cuery one is able to doe, an! 
not Onely what they ought, or should do 
feing they cometo Keligio, that defire to be 
there in perfected, and are noras yet perfeé 3 


2% As every one commethtothe Moni 


{elt 


foone as they can polsibly.. oa | 
3- Whatfoeuer they that ¢ome brini* 
with them, lett her receaue it of them, t!° 
bee delinered to the depofitary, and, whe!" 
foeuer shee receaueth or deliuereth, let\"'! 
her fetr downe in writing, which writin)” 
every one that entreth shall fubfcribe wit oe 
their owne hand, of all which things the} 
muft difpofe a litle be forethey make thei 
profeision. : Muang | 
4. She muft hane care that the Nouicel™ 
and SchoHers have a good methode in mel 
ditating deliuered vntothem, and shee mull” 
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y 
2 they bee taught howthey may vfevocall 
ayer fruytefully,shee is to teath them the 
itechifme and Chriftian do¢trine, and the 
Banner howto examyne their Con{ciences 
id the way how to roote out all Vices 
id to ouercome all euill habittes and Cu- 
Pmes, and finally to mortity their Pafsions 
at togeather with the contempt of them- 
dues, they may increafein the love of God; 
Is. After they are entred, shee shall decla- 
iviito them, what they are to vndergoey 
d what the Congregation expeGeth at 
feir hands , shee shall often reade vnto 
=m thofe Rules and Statutes which apper- 
ne to them and belong to common dilci- 
lyne;then shall they deliberate with them- 
lues ( weying duly the forces of their bo- 
les and myndes.) what is moft expedient 
ir them , and ifthey continue intheir for- 
er purpofe ,then they are by holy medita- 
ins to prepare and arme themtelues for 
ofe things ,whichthey areto take vppon 
em’, in the holy State of Religion. | 
6. Moreouer the Miftriffe of the Nouices 
oft teach thofe that are vnder her go- 
rnment a Religious manner of carriage 
aching their ftanding,, going, looking, {pe- 
ing',cating , and all other fuch A@ions; 
atthey shewtherein a Religious decency 
| ; and 
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ri | and comelyneffe;to witt,that in their garye" 
rh | they bee not two hafty, except vrgent ne i 
aaa cefliry force them that in talking they vi} 
aa noe geftures With their hands, elpeciall } 
Vaan whyle they {peake to their Superiors, an v 
to Externes, but either’they are ro houlf) 
them vnder their Scapulare, of within thi: 
Sleeues of their great habbitt , that they al l 
togeather fly and auoyde all affected {peatl 
and whatfoever may fauour of fecularicii| 
of Courtly Vanitie and Curiofitie, wnt 

alfoe in their outward be hauiourthey mu 
dilligently efchew. that they cait orfaitet: 
not their eyes vppon the Countenances (fg 
their Superiours, of of Exrernes, neiths| 7 
houlding them to much vpward,or downi(' 
ward, that they {peake not to lowde , cil 
burft ouc into to much intemperate laugh" 
ter, efpecially when atthe Grates they fpe iG 
ke with Externes, the which liberty the’! 
! wuit vnderftand is feldometo bee grante| ! 
or permitted them, that they eate, not twit: 
fait, to flowly ,or to greedily , or that thilly 
looke not about them whyle they eare,th fit 
whyl they drinke they hould their cujft 
with both their -hands, that they feeke 
preuent euery one in doing them honouft 
and Reuerence thatthey carry themfeluju 
with granitic, and flaydnefle, that they haifi 
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| 
icare to keepe cleanelyneffe in their CellS 
hd Garments , and that in their Counte> 
ances they shew myrthand Alacritie,that 
hyle they turne, they turne their body aS 
rell as their heade ; and finally that they 
arry themfelues gratefully and louingly to 
1; andif their bee any thing vnhanfome 
hh their hatures , Cuftomes , of Education, 
Htc the Miftriffe endeauour to reforme it, 
2d bring them to a better fashion, and lett 
ger haue a cafe to inftrucdt them exadally, in 
pe holy Ceremonyes of the deuyne Serui« 


d2 ; andin all the Obferuances of their Re; * 


#310us State. : , 
17: If shee fee ahy to bee Drawnhe to 
pe their duty vppon feare, shee isto vnder- 
gand that fuch are not very fitt for Reli- 
p3ion, although a moderate feare (e{pecially 
f God ) doth nor alitle healpe and condu- 
Je thereunto. 
4 8. Shee muft labour to encourage fuch as 
ire deiected , and pufilaminous, yet if shee {ce 
iny to bee of fufficient Spiritt and Courage, 
nee muit not for all that yrge’ them to 
puch; lect her bee wary and Circum{pe@ 
j all her proceedings towars them , ahd 
ptt her perfwade them to difcouer their dif- 
pculties to their Ghoitly Father, thatthey 
tay the better bee groundedin their Voca- 
— P wrmLiotr&e. | tion, 
PBBEIANA OXON 
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tion ,and confequently kee the more fect} 
rely guyded and Dire@ed\in the Scope an}! 


end which they ought to aymeatt. ‘4 
_9.° The Nonicesand-Schollers mutt bet 
tryedin bafe and humble Exercifes, foe ofte fit 
as may bee thought expedient, yetthey shalfii 
not bee fent to the places appertayning tj 3 
the charge of other Officers, except the fayifiil 
Officers confent thereunto ; and lett the fayihio 
Schollers and Nouices bee warned, that rhifte 
Conuent ought and will feeke to bee infor tin 
med oftheir humilitie, Obedience, and det 
. ire of the Contempt ofthemfelues. 
10, Letther not perfwade or oblige anys 
ofthemto any kinde of aufteritie , but.by the! 
Counfel of the Abbeffe. | 
11. She muft beware that they bee not! 
ouerthrowne and carryed away with their! 
firit feruour, whyle therein they paffe thein; 
limitts of difcretton , and therefore shee! 
shall admonish the Ghoftly Father hereof, 
if their happen any iuft caufethercin. nc 
12, Tothe end all may bee the better ithe 
formed of the natures and difpofitions of thei) 
Scholers andNouices,and that they that enter {hy 
for fuch may becter knowethe vnitie Cha- 
ritie , modeity , and Religious manner of| 
life which the Religious embrace and lea-| 
de,the Miltrifie ( by Commaundement fron 
ae | the | 
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jhe lady-Abbeffe ) shall make choyce of fuch. 
io conuerfeand-eonferr with her Nouieest” 


gnd-Schollers,; whoe either by their beha- 


qiour , experience , or good example, are beft * | 


ble to edify inftru&e and helpe them. | 
| 13. The Miftris is to bee fubie@ in all 


Phinges for dometticall difciplyne to they 
frioreffe, foe farr forth as shee bee nothin- — 


wired from the Execution and accomplis- 
ling of her Office, where by shee is obliged 
jo teach her-Scollers, and-Nouices, to fing, 
feades*pronounce-a right, andthe like; Soe 
foe the Nouices andSchollers in the Quier; 
jhapter-houfe, RefeGory, and in all fuch 
places, wherethe whole Conuent mutt bee 
fubiect to the fayd Priorefle, wherefore the 
Miftrefle may not commaunde them there 
in any matter, that there by shee may yeald 


he more Reuerence and refpe@ to the Su-» 


)eriour , and if any difficulty or inconueni- 
‘nce happen here by or that the Miftriffe 
dee hindred from the due Execution ofher 
Office, lett her feeke to the Lady-Abbeffe, 
ror the Remedy there of. js ~~ 
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ail THE VII, CHAPTER. 
) Of the Afsiftans. 


rH | | wie \y 
et TE t. ET fuch Affiftants bee chofen, as! 
iq vppon whofejprudence, and Co- 
unfayle the Abbeffe may very well rely, ini 
mT fuch difficulties as may occurr : whoe alfoet! 
a) may Well Guyde and dire& fuch Religiousil 
all as come vntothem at any tyme for comfort, tt 
orwould informethem of matters occurring! 
according to theStatutes. Therefore they mutt) 
bee very difcreete and circum{pe@,noe ways 
headdy, free from all inordinate Paflions, \b 
Zealous of the common good of the Con=| 
went, which they ought to fetr for ward \ac- 
cording totheir beft skill, and they ought to ji 
bee very care full mayntayners of what foe- 
uer maketh for the peace and good difciply- } 
ne thereof. : 
2. For'a{much as the Prioreffe is wont p 
to bee admitted to the Confultations , foure | 
Afliftants wilbee fufficient, and they are noe | 
to exceede the number of foure, and the ¢ 
younger profeffed among them, muft firft : 
| sn Order deliuer her opinion , before the | 
iil Abbetie declare her mynde, or what shee | 
ia would haue concluded; lett them all well 
and matarely ponder the matter betes : 
\ CG | 
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ded. and if foe bee that the matter may fuffer 
delay, and bce of great Confequence, lett 
them haue longer tyme to difcuffe and con- 
lider it with themfelues , that thereby it may 
pee the betterdetermyned. 
| 3- Once euery weeke or at leaft twife 
weuery Moneth, they muft bee called to Con- 
Rultation at that houre which the Abbeffe 
®hall appoynte, Where shee her felfe muft 
ulfoe prefide, and bee prefent; and one of 
Fhefe Confulters and Affiftants muft every 
iwecke haueacceffeto the Abbefle, toknow 
pf her when ‘the Affiftants areto bee called 
‘o Confultation. Before the Confultation: 
Joegin , Vent Creator Spiritus exc. with the prayer. 
WDeus qui corda fidelium ec. isto bee fayd, ard 
the Confultation being ended ; Sujiipe cleimen- 
baime Deus CC. 3 
4  Thethings thatare handled inConful- 
Jation moft commonly are thefe, The Caufes 
and Remedyes of difciplyne broken or ne- 
slected; the defects of Offticersin their Offi- 
res ; the trouble or difguitofany one concea- 
aed againitany Officer; want of health in 
iny through indifcretion; diflentions , fe- 
sretts meetings , and whilperings; what 
nanneristo bee obferued in enioyning of 
enaneces.; the Receauing or-deliuering of 
Meilages or-writingsto.Externes ;the depo- 
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fing of Officers ; or appointment of new] 
Officers ;the Meafure of theirdiett, to-ereas| 
cherwith the defector exceffecommitted 49 
the fame. ; what perfons are to bee pro- 
pounded to the Conuent, and fuch like. }, 
s- Lett them permitt nothing that may}, 
weaken difciplyne , and if’ the confult), 
about the enioyning of any Pennance, after 
the thing hath beene maturely determyned, 
Jett them not a‘terwardsinterpofe themfel- 
ues for any moderation Burt it yppon better} 
{Information they finde the Cafe , to ftand 
other wife then whenthey confulted about: 
it, and that thereby they feare any hurr o1 
inconuenience may enfue, they muft make; 
it knowneto the Abbeffe , and: foe commit 
it wholy to her difcretion./ 
6. Ofthofe things that are propoundec} 
wntothem they may nordebate among them: 
felues out of the plice of Confultion , anc 
then noe otherwile theninthe prefence || 
the Abbeffe ; and foe in like manner of thof¢. 
things about which they haue had Confulta‘) 
tion. if they shall offendin the contrary 
they muft endutg the fame penance, that thy ) 
other profeffedshould incurr,if they offen). 
ded in the likg Cafe, much leffe may the}, 
communicate ynro others , either within) 
or without the Conuent, what hath pafled 
WIR ont ai] 
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i) 


in Confultation , or which may any wife 
Pouch any perfon of phe--Conugnt, andif 
any should vnderftand that Confultation 
Inath beene had about her felie , yet none 
phall tell her what refolution hath beene 
Faken about her, but they shall remstrit to 
Phe Relation of the Abbeffe her felfe,except “ 
the Abbeffe doth otherwife ordayne. 
1 7. Inctheir Iudgments lett them con- 
forme themfeluesto the Commaundement 
fofthe Abbeffe neither may they contend 
among themfelues, or ftand to itubborne- 
ily in their owne opinions , they muft an- 
ifweare cach other with meakneffe , and 
Ipropofe their reafons with all humilitie, 
yet alfoe with Religious freedome and li- 
iberty. Where vppon the lady. Abbeifle muit 
ibee willing to heare their aduifesy’and mult 
lpermitt them to have their neceflary liber- | 
ity in fpeaking their mynds; yea moreouer 
ishee muft inuite rnd incourage rhem, that 
jhereinthey carefully doe their,Office, and 
iduty, and if any thing chance to bee fpo- 
tken by any of them, that may bee diftait- 
full to her , Jett her rathet winke thereat, 
then that the Affiftants bee made afrayde 
ito deliuer with fredomeé their opinions, as 
they are obliged to doe in matters apper- 
tayning to the common good =: neither 
C4 ougit 
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ought the Abbeffe tq departe from cha 
they all Counfayle her, butvppon fafficies 
ground and reafon. 
8. If nothing occurr whereof the 
should confulr /yet the Abbeffe ought 
call them togeather to fee if her Conful 
ters haue any thing to propound vnto her 
and if nothing of worth doe occurr they 
may bee difmiffed. _, | : 
When theReligitous will declare t 
the Affiftants their mynds concerning thok 
things which theyare not willing to declare 
rothe Abbeffe her felfe , whereby shee 
may bee the betrer informed, let the Aft 
ftants ,(naming none ) performe this witt 
all charitie, and fifceritie, and bring them 
ananfweare and refolution asthe Cafe re-| 
quireth. : : 
to. Every one muft. know that they 
may not deale about any matter with the 
Affiftants, buc vppon this Condition , that) 
what. they declare vnto them, should bee) 
made knowne vnto the Abbeffe , neither 
may they give eareto anything ynder Con- 
dition that it bee kept fecrect and ynoknow- 
ne toche Abbefle, » | 
tr. Afierthe Affiftants leaue their Off- 
ces, yet they may not difcouerto others in 
any .ort thofe things that hang beene done, 
OF 
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per vtered in their Confultations , except 
§onely fuch matters as by the Abbeffe were 
made common be fore and imparted to o- 
ichers, and if they shalbee found faulty here 
lin, there by they shalbee difinabled tohaue 
this Office againe for ener after ;and tothe 
end the affiftants may bee more freé in de- 
Hiuering their opinions, by the Statutes it is 
Hor bidden, that the Abbeffe doe manifett 
p¥nto others, what was fayd or counfayled 
her by any of the affiftants, but onely ( as 
ithe Cafe may require’) shee may tell the. 
HConuent what was counfayled her, yet foe 
@that shee difcouer not vnto them, the name 
for her that gaue her Counfayle or aduefe 
there in, 


THE VIII. CHAPTER. \v 


| Of the de(poftayre. ¥ : 
j e 


Hx." PIHE Office of the depofitayre is to 
Gree all fuch things as belong to 
tthe, neceffary prouifion of the monaftery,as 
1Woclen, linnen, money, and the like: and 
shee is to render an exact accompt ofall Re- 
‘Iceipts and expenfes to the Abbeffe, whom 
ishee is to certify of all fuch things ofmo- 
ment which shee receaueth, or npsnecti 
ee | an 
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and there in shee is to follow her orderand 
mee | and appoyntment.- | 
ei 2. Shee muft haue a Cheft with two loc- 
ETE | kes, one of the'keyesthe Abbeffe mutt kee- 
Van pe,and shee the other, foe thatit may not 
aan bee opened withourthem both. In this Chef 
Pet all the money of the houfe muft bee kept, 
| and from thence it muft bee taken as neede 
requireth, except the Abbeffe will keepe 
by her fome fmale fomme, for fuch vfes as 
fome tymes may occurr. | 
3. Shee muft haue the keeping of the great 
Seale of the Conucnt, and therewith shee 
may Seale nothing without the Confentoj 
the Conuent, shee alfoe muft keepe all Ort- 
ginalls and other writings, and Euidence; 
in a Coffer with a double locke, where o! 
the Abbeffe muft haue ane key and shec 
another. | 
4. Once enery yeare the depofitor toge- 
ather with the Guardroabe muft fee whai 
every one hath, and what they want, they 
muft fett all downe in writing, that after 
wards they may confule with the Abbefie 
how they may prouide for the necelsitie o. 
eath one, and lett them labour to carry ar 
euen hand to all; And to the end all Con| 
ie fufion may bee auoyded, a certayne ho- 
| wer muft bee appoynted, at which tymé¢ 
3 euery 
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wery day all the Officers andthe Religious 
putt repayre to the depofitoryfor their Ne- 
Heffities . 

4 5- Whenshee deliuereth by appoyntment 
f the Abbefle any thing to the Cellarier, 
gevardroabe, or Cater, lett her demaund a 
writing of the perfon that receaueth it, whe- 
ae in the Receipt is contayned, and lett her 
phew her felfe prompt and eafy to execute 
ghofe things,vnto whichshee is bound by her 
qotfice, and innoe wife muft shee shew her 
‘elfe wrangling or contentious syétifin her 
ppinion, shee thinketh that any thing may 
pee better done, or that shee efpyeth, that 
yeny thing is more fpent then oughtto bee, 
tett her make Kelatio there of tothe Abbefle. 
6. Lett her take care that all Prouifions 
bee madein their duc rymes;for which caufe 
dshee muft fometymes conferr withthe Ab- 
jbeile , and Procurator of the Monattery, as 
Jalfoe with the Cellarier, conceruing thofe 
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things which are yvnder her charge, and 
vwhich shee is to vfe. . 

7- Shee mutt gather togeather all ould 
things of the Monaftery, as.the ould lockes 
fould- Iron and-fuchJike, alfoe shee muft 
ikeepe an accompt of all the Renenewes, 
yand fommes of allthe perticuler debts,and 
offuch things as are owing to:any; or by 
| is any 
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44 THE SECOND PARTE 
any to the Monaftery, and what tyme thi 
fayd paymenits areto bee made. - ~ 

8. Once euery yeare shee shall render ar 
exact accompt of all her Receips and Ex. 
penfes, where of shee is to deliuer a Cop. 
py to the Abbeffe, whoe shall alfoe writ: 
it downe in her booke , and shee mutt fee: 
ke to haue the Abbeffe fubfigne to heil 
yeare ly Reckonings, whereby it may ap: 
peare that shee hath approued all, and thai 
all things haue paffed according toher Or- 
der and well liking, | 


THE IX.. CHAPTER, | 
Of the Cellavier. 


fe HE Cellarier muft often’ con- 
ferr withthe Abbeffe about thofe 

things whichappertayne to her Office,and 
shee muft performe that both for quantitie 
and qualitie of the meate, which shee shall 
appoynte ; shee mult fee that allihings bee 
well keept in the Spence and Buttery, thar 
nothing bee negligently ipent or waited 
' an meate drinke or any other thing com- 
mitted to her charge, and with a {peciall 
care shee muft endeavour that what foeuer 
belongeth ro her Office , bee kept eles 
and 
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id hand foie. | I) ae 
2. In the manner of drefling and feafor i) 
Hing her meate ,\shee muft looke to that Hil |] 
Which .is moft whole fome, and lett her Wet: 
noyde all Curiofitie and exceffe in all things Him 
1 becfeeming a Religious eftate; yeaifany 
thing bee fuperfluons lett her keepe it care 
Milly , to bee fpent, and vfed in due tyme 
Mind Seafon: 11) ee 
3. Lett her forefee what isto bee pro= jj! |] 
ided for the day folluwing , and-lett-her i i 
lertify-the Cater thereof, and that by wri- 
ng , foe likewife lett heringuire in good 
yme of the Cooke , what shee wanteth, 
fat in due tyme Prouifion may bee made 
hereof; and if the depofitair shallbee wan- 
ng to her in any thing , shee shall onely 
Vonify i it tothe Abbeffe. 
4. 1fat any tyme any of the Profeffed of | 
the Quier bee fent vnto her for any thing, gt 
nee is to'deliner vnto them that which they es 
taue necde of with all due Charitie and 
lweeteneife as her abilitie will permite | 
ef. hia 
15. Shee mutt foe difpofe all her bufi- Hi) a 
lleffes that shee may bee ftill prefent atthe | 
Heuine Office, foe farr forth as shee can Wil 
oflible. |) 
1 6. The Conuerfe Sifters both Schollers, ah 
Noui- 
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Nouices as alfo the profefled , and all the 
Seruantes of the houfe are ynder her cham 
ge , and shee muft bee very watchfull 
kéepe them allin peace and Concord , dire: 
cting them with all meakeneffe and gentle 
nefle , taking. .care-that-they bee. not.cwe 
much .oner charged-with.theirlabour ; an¢ 
that nothing bee wanting to their fpirituall 
proffitt and good; but efpecially of her Con 

uerfe Sifters. 
- 7 Shee muftinftrué her Conuterfe Sifter 
in the Catechifme, and Chriitian doGrine 
and_how to: pray and make their. Confeflion 
and to goeto the facreed Communion witk 
frnyte and proflitt. : 
3. Letther fee that fuch Conuerfe Sifters 
as. are appaynted for fundry Offices haue 
their direGions written intheir feuerall OF 
fices, which shee muft take care that once 
euery Moneth they bee read ynro- them, 
shee muft alfoe haue an Inuentofy of all) 
{uch things, as eueryone vnder her charge 
doth vic, and shee mutt joftety vifite chem 
all, that shee may fee that nothing bee brow 
ken or nede reparation. | 
9. Lett her not behaue her felfe contens| 
tionily of diftaftfully to others, but rather 
endeavour to mayntayne bothher felfe and) 
all her charge in inward peace, and Me 
er 




















THE SECOND PARTE 47 


er feeke by her Religious outward tem- 
Frate gonernment, moderation, and man- 
Wr of fpeach to giue edification to others, 
W the example of her yvertuous and true 
Hligious life, 


J THE X. CHAPTER. 
Of the Portreffe. 


TY T is the Office of the Portreffe to kee: 
#8 pe the key of the Gate oft the Mona- 
#ry;s the locke where of muft haue two 
tyes , foe that it’ may not bee opened wit- 
but them both. One of thefe keyes mutt 
le kept by the Abbeffe, and when. foeuer 
Hy perfon is to enter into the monaftery, 
} any thing is to bee brought in, fomeone 
Fligious is to bee fent by the Abbeffe whoe 
by bring with her, her key, and there with 

ien and shutt the fayd Gate, and foe car- 
Vit backe to the Abbeffe againe. | 
pe. If any are to enter into the Monaftery 

bm abroade, the Portreffe togeather with 

r Companion whom the Abbeffle or the 
fperiour shall appoynte (for fewer then 
fo shall neuer accompany them ) mutt 
jog them to the place whether they are 
| to 
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to goé, and none may fpeake ynto thof 
perfons but in a word or two, and as; 
weare, Obiter,or by the way, neither ma 
the Portreffe permitt eueryjone to openth 
Gate, or deliner her key to any, but tehe 
whom the Superiour shall appoynte. 

3. If there shalbee more Gates to th 
Monaftery then ofie, eucty one of ther 
muft allwayes haue two kcyes, where o 
the Abbeffe muft haue one, and the Por 
treffe another; and the Portreffe muit be 
very carefull to fee they bee allwaye 
well shutt; and that whofoeuer are. le’ 
into the Monaftery , dee allwayes ente 
and departe at full day light, except fom 
moft vrgent Caufes.-of -necellitie doe ¢ 
xad the contrary ,.and after Complyn 
shee is to giue vpp her keyes to the Ct 
fiody and keeping of the Lady Abbe! 
ie.’ wderren * 





















THE XL “CHAPTER: 


Of the Thourier , or the Prefect of 
the {peaking place. 






I. HIS Officer muft haue a Ce 
neere vnto the {peaking place 
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Haat shee nay beethe readyer to anfweare 
dichas come. and to deliuer fuch meflages 
gsarerequifitt. ° i ) 
fz. Shee muft demaunde the taines of 
doch perfons as come tothe {peaking place 
if shee know them not ) and shee muft 
Wndeavour to informe the Lady Abbetie,or 
Prioreffe of the qualitie of fuch perfons, as 
Jequire to fpeake with any one. 
4 3. Shee shall call noe Religious to {pea- 
ke with Externes~at=theGrate without the 
que lycerice of the Prioreffe arthe leaft, and 
hat foeueér shee receaueth of Externes,shee 
Jnuft deliver it to the abbefle or to the 
‘Prioreffe foe fooneas wellsheemay. 
| 4. When the Religious are called to fpeake 
with Externes shee muft notify vnro them 
he quality of the perfons ; tharif they. bee 
perfons-or-qualitie they may goe vntothem 
jo their great habitr, and when shee -cale 
ileth any..to.the Parloy ‘or fpeaking place, 
Hlett her fignify vnto her what Companion 
shee is to haue , according as the Abbedfle 
or Prioreffeshall appointe 3 and if the Con- 
fiierfation feeme to bee vn profitable or in- 
convenient lett either her Companion or 
thePrefe@ of the place prudently and dif- 
icreetely callherthence. .. » 
" 4. Ifany Externe bee denyed to fpeake 
| bb With 
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50 Tut SEGOND PARTE. | 
with any, lett her in good Religious mani 
ner feeke to gine the perfon due {atisfa 
Gion , by her yealding thofe reafons tha 
are for that purpofe , and in her fpeeches 
or an{weares, letther haue care of edifica 
tion, and religious Ciuilitie , and being by 
the Bell called co the Parloyre, lett her maké 
haft to goe thither, and make anfweare 
to the perfon that called, and feethat there 
shee vie noe other talke, then that which 
is neceflary and conuenient. : 

6, Shee may not fuffer any to execute 
her Office, but,onely that Religious whom 
the Superiour shallappoynte. , 

7- shee may receaue noe writing of 
meilage to bee fent to any, excepe the 
Abbeile , Prioreffe.,.or. Conuent bee ace) 
quaynted ther with , except. it..bee to| 
bee fent and~ addrefled to the Bishopp | 
or Vifitours , as hereafter inthe third 
parte , and firft..Chaprer shalbee~-decla- 
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THE XII. CHAPTER, 


Of the Chantreffe. 


(Ach the bookes that appertayne 
to the Quiar muitbee inthe Cu. 
jody of the Chauntrefle, whoe muft have 
jare that in their finging and reading, the 
earers may bee edityed, and euery weeke 
jppon Wednesday shee shall fett vp a 
aper , Wherein there names are to bee 
Written , that in the weeke following mutt 
ng, or reade any thing in the Quiar, Shee 
iuft make choyée of the more skillfull ac- 
Jording tothe folemnitie of the Feafts,and 


yall things lett hér take that Courfe and 


| Euery weeke vppon Saterday lett her 
2tt vpp in writing the Order of the Offi- 
ie for the weake following, and-withallthe 
xtraordinary obligations ,- both for the li- 
ing and the«dead» 3 for-which caufe 
hee muft have the keeping of that booké 
“ahh the fayd Obligations are contay- 
56d. | meri. } 
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3. Lett her bee very wary and Circun 
{pec before shee begin to fing , or intor 
any thing , and lett her vfe the fame wa 
ryneffe in euerything els,that if any err¢ 
happen shee may feeke to amend it wit 
Zeale, yet without any figne of impaties 
ce, foe farr as shee can poffibly. | 

4. Ifthey shall fing any thing in Mt 
ficke in the Church, thofe are to bee “at 
poynted by her (or by fomeiother who pe. 
happs may bee fitter for this Office ) thi 
mutt fing, neither may any other prefum 
to fing , buc fuch, as by heriare appoyr 
ted. or hihdeae <n ee efi 9 : A379] vA 


4 


THE XIIL CHAPTER. 


Of the Sacriftane. 


§ # ligent tofee thar what foeuer be 
longeth to the Ghurch , Gloytter; ‘Chapte 
houfey and Sacrifty bee kept very carefull 
and han fomely. 
_ 2. Lett her carefully prouide that th 
wine which muft ferue for the’ moft hol. 
Sacrifice, bee goodiand pure — and.drawa, 
the fame-day-; that the Chalices , Purifica 
. ee toryes 
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Dryes, Corporalls, Cruetts, Water, Towells 

tod allthe furniture and appurtenances of 

pe Church, bee whole and very cleane, 

‘ree-muft carry holywater to the Cells, and 

pe accuftomed. places: of -the--Monattery, 

‘here euery weeke shee muft put it into 
reffells, that there are appoynted to con- 
lynethe fame. 

3. Lett her appoynte the tyme when 
ivery one is to goe to Confeflion, by the 
‘Huile of the Abbeffe , and lett her tee 
nat all the Maffes. bee fayd in fitt tymes, 
't they haue fundry Prifts to celebratr. Lett 
Her make the hafts asfayreas shee can pot= 
(bly, which shee muft pronide may bee 
uficient for the Maifes , and the Commtu- 
icants , and shee mutt fee that shee all- 
vayes have them in readynefle , as neede 
Jay require. ; 

4. Shee mutt kepe the kyes ofthe Turne, 
wad Grate of the Church, or Sacrifty, nei- 
ter may shee receaue or deliuer any thing 
jy them, but onely fuch things as apper- 
pyne tothe Aulrar , the holy Sacrifices, or 
?hurch, lett her fee that this grateor Turne 

ee allwayes wellshurtand locked, except 
i tymes of Communion, or when any 
Ming isto bee deliuered,or receaned by the 
mune. 
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s- Shee muft not fpeake or talke with), 
any at the Grate4.but onely about thofe 
things that neceflaryly appertayne to het} 
Office and if any /Externe demande any) 
thing of her which-concerneth notimme= 
diatelythe-Church , lett her fend him ta) 
the Tourier , and when shee fpeaketh| 
with any at her Turne or’ Grate , lett her} 
doe it with a low voyce’, and letther bee) 
ftill ready to deliver thofe things, which) 
belong tothe Seruice of the Church. | 

6. shee muft deliver euery Evening to 
the Abbeffe; the keyes of her Office , and) 
in the morning lett her denaunde them of} 
her at acompetent tyme. “? | 

7. -See that with duecareand Dilligen-| 
ceshee write downe in fome booke all fuch| 
donations , as haue beene made to the 
Ghurch, togeather with the names of the| 
givers, @ndshee tuuft take an Inuentory of 


all fuch things as are committed to her| 
charge. | 
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LHe XLV. wCEAP DER. 


Of the Infirmaire. 


HI 
ax. Set Infirmayre muft affift the ficke 
4 with finguler Charitie, and feeke to 
@procure theirconfort accordingly , where- 
Hore shee muft endeauour to performe all 
fthofe things, that may tendro the eafe and 
Acomfort of the difeafed , with very great 
alacritie. 
2. Aboutthe fickeall things muft bee neat, 
and decent, and the Infirmaire mult have an 
Inuentory of all fuch things , as belong to 
sherOffice., 
3. Shee muft haue all medicinable things 
gand what foeuer els are nececflary for the 
ficke in fome conuenient place, andshee 
muit often vifittrhem, to fee that nothing 
bee corrupted,and to procure by Order from 
the Superiour that new bee had in due 
tyme. 
¥4. If thedifeafe foe require it, letr her fend 
for the Phifition, yet with the confent of 
the Abbeffe, and lect her punctually obferue 
his prefcriptions, and ordinations , concer- 
ning the diettand Phificke ofthe Patient,She 
| D 4 muft 
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muft alfoe haue certayrne common Ruleg)} 
and inftrudions , according towhich shee 
may proceede, when the difeafe feemech 
notto require the prefence or aduife of the) 
Phifition. ‘i ele 

5. If the difeafe increafe lert the Abbefie 
bee certifyed there of, that other Phifitions) 
bee fent tor in due tyme, if itfeeme needes 
full, or if the difeafe bee infeétine, that o-) 
thers bee for bidden to haue accefle to the} 
difeafed, or to conuerfe with her. 

6. if the Sicke bee in any danger shee 
mutt prouide that in fitr tyme they bee ar-| 
med with the holy Sacraments, and aflifted | 
whith the deuoute prayers of the Religious | 
and withall may bee excited with holy ad-} 
monitions to endure patiently the greife of 
their difeafe, and willingly to embrace the 
will of almighty God in all things. 

7. Some holy Piures and Images mutt 
bee had in the Infirmary,and sheemuft fee) 
that a Table bee decently adorned and pre- 
pared when the moit bleffed Sacrament is 
to bee brought thither, and shee is to. make| 
it ready and to prepare all other neceflaryes 
for the Communion of the ficke, foe often | 
as the ghoftly..Father-shall thinke.it.cxpes| 
dient, thar they communicate. 

8. Shee may not change or omitt any 
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Ming that the Phifition hath. appoynted, 
xcept fome euident reafon moue her to 
Hae contrary , and lett her haue a booke 
Where in all muft bee fetc dawne that hee 
ireferibeth . 
§ 9. Whenfoeueér the Phifition or Surgeon 
Sommeth to the Monaftery, by fome figne 
She Conuent/ shalbee aduertiied of their 
Womming, that if any haue neede of their 
fic!pc, by the Superiours licence they may 
rome vnto them, <. 
& ro. When the Ghoftly Father, the Phifi- 
#ion, or Surgeon enter the Infirmary, shee 
br fome other, with.a.-Companion, mutt 
Soec prefent; who-shall-never~departe-out 
of _the-place,till they beethence departed, 
§ ir. Shee muft nor difmille thofe that are 
fon their Recouery, till shee fee thé itrong 
and able to vndergoe their accultomed Ila- 
Pour. 

12, Shee muft haue a Care that they ob- 
ferue due modetty, whyle they are vnder 
Sher charge, leit that whyle they feeke to 


reftore their corporall flrenght, they loofe 
fcheir Zeale and Spiritc, yet they shall nore 
foe much imploy themfelues in their me- 
Iditations and devotions as before, vnuill thar 
ihey may bee able to retourne totheir for- 
Bmer Exercifes,in perfed healih, and with- 
D 5 out 
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out any inconuenience. 


THE XV. CHAPTER. 


Of the Guarderobe. 


Ye HE Guarderobe muftkeepe all fuck 

4 Cloathes as the Religious doe not vie: 
as alioe all linnen, and woollen which-are 
applied to their bedding or to,any other Mo- 
nafticall vfes , the which shee muft dilli- 
gently looke vnto, asto thofe things which 
are belonging to the poore. 

2, Shee muft keepe anaccompt of all fuch 
things that are vnder her charge , asof all 
thofe things whereof the Religious haue the 
vie,andit shee bee to make prouifion for 
any, either in linnen or in Woollen , letther 
acquainte the Lady-Abbeffe therewith, nei- 
ther may shee deliuer to any a new gar- 
ment, or anything elsthatis new, without 
theconfentofthe Lady Abbeffe. 1) | 

3- Lett her haue: great care of cleanely- 
neffe, and handfomeneffe, and shee muf 
have commodious places, to lay vpp thofe 
things that appertayne to her cuftody , the 
which shee muft looke vnto, that by noe 
meanes they bee fpoyled. 

: 4- When 
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4. When shee deliuereth outany thing to 

fee washed, or which is already washed, 

shee muft deliner them by accompr, and 

y accompt shee muit receaue them backe 

gaine ; alfoe all fuch things as are depu- 

ed, forthe vfe either of the RefeGtory or 
fthe kitchin, and when shee deliuereth 
ny linnen orWoollen tothe Religious,shee 
“nut deliuer them ‘on-Saterday, and shee 
Whall keepe written what and when , and 
4o whom, any thing is deliuered , that every 
ne may receaue their necefflaryes in due 
jfeafon. 
“As. Lett herfeperate andkeepe a parte that 
(whichis new , from that which is ould, and 
wput cuery thing intheir feuerall places and 
diftinguish by certeyne figures or numbers, 
“what foeuer ts granted for the perticuler vfe 
jof each Religious. But if any thing cannot 
"bee accominodated forthe vie of the Reli- 
Wgious, lett her makethe Abbeffe know the- 
reof , that shee may difpofethercof accor- 
Vdingly. 

6. Shee shall haue care to fee that the 
‘|Garments bee mended, and sheeshall atthe 
appoyntmentof the Superiours deliver them 

ro bee mended by thofe whom the Superiour 
tshall pleaieto name. 

7, Shee muft haue care of all therr a cat 
an 
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andshee muft fee that they bee mended in| 
ductyme, and new muft bee giuen to every! 
one, according totheirneceifitie and as the} 
Superiour shallappoynte. 4. // el 

8. In her Office lett her carry her felfe] 
meeke.and gentle, neither muft-shee fuffer 
any.to endure any Want in Clothing and] 
Garments, 

9. Shee muft ef{chew and auoyde all no-| 
uelrie,fecularitie, and Curiofitiein all things] 
and therefore a certayne Patterne of their 
habbits, Vayles, and other garments, imuft} 
bee made and prefcribed, the which shee 
muft keepein her Office ofthe Guasdroabe,| 
shee and all the reft shall bee bound and} 
obliged to obferue this fashion, neither may) 
any bee foe bold, as to prefume to make, | 
or fashion, or haue any thing but according) 
to the fayd Patterne, according ynto which| 
every thing muft bee precifely made and 
accommodated. | 


THE XVI. CHAPTER. 
Of the Conuerfe Sifters. 


ie HE Conuerfe Sifters are admitted | 
into this Congregation, that bytheit | 

pious labours they may ferue their God and 
| Crea-| 
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ql 
Eereator,and thar they may affift thofe,whoe 
have dedicated themfelues to his holy Ser- 
Hhice , and foe ferue with them the felfe 
fame foueraigne Lord, vnder the felfe fame 
Btatutes, Rulesand Sacred Vowes; there- 
Pore they muft endeauour to draw that {piri- 
mall prothttrand commoditic fromtheir fayd 
Labours , in fuch fort that they may fully ac- 
Eomplish allcheir ymployments to the glo- 
Fy of almightie God, and to the Saluation of 
ieneic omne Soules. 
| 2. The Conuerfe Sifters ( being noe leffe 
WReligious then are thofe of the Quier ) muft 
in like fort bee prouided for in all things 
dhat appertayne to ther {pirituall and Cor- 
porall good : as both aliue and dead they 
Fenioy all rhofe Graces , and prouiledges 
Which the others enioy , onely thote excep- 
ted , which fpeciall and perticuler exception 
is made in the Statutes , whereof, by rea- 
fon of their fundry imployments , bufinef- 
fes, and impediments that are incident ta 
cheir eftate , they cannot bee capable. 
3. They muft know that all fuchStatutes,that 
any wife touch the Religious of the Quiar. 
doe alfoe appertayne vnto them, foe farr 
jforth as by their statethey may bee accom- 
jmodated vnto them. 
| 4 They vnto whom any perticular Offi- 
ces 
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ces are inioyned muft receaue their {peci: 
directions from their Superiour in writin 
the which they mufthaue fett Vpp in the p} 
ces of their Offices. : | 
5: Every day they muftatrend to ment: 
and vocall prayer , for foe long atyme as tk 
Soperiour shall appoynte them, which. mi 
bee longer or shorter as their Labours, ar 
bufinefies will permitt them, If they sha 
perceaue thatthey are not {oe apt for me; 
tall prayer as they might wish , ler the: 
acquaint their ghottly-Father therewith th 
they may imploy thetyme of prayerin for 
other exercile of deuotion. al 
¢. Lettthem payto our Lord God adav| 
ly taske and oblation of their Prayers , to wi| 
for their Nocturnes aiid Mattins, they sha} 
fay thirty Pater No/ers and foe many Aue M. 
vias; for their Prime’, Third, Sixt ; None, an 
Compline ; for each ofthele feuen Pater Na 
fiers, and feuen Aye Marias sand they shall. re 
cite the fayd Paternofters and Aue Marias twlu 
tymes ouer , in ftead of their Euenfon; 
Butthey that areable, and can finde leifur 
may faythe Office of our blefied Lady, or ¢| 
the dead, or the fenen penitentiall Palme: 
with the Litanies ,infteed of thofe Pater nofte 
and Aue Afarias préferibed, : | 
7- They that are admitted for Bone 
| Sifter 
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iifters, after they haue made their Profef- Hie) 
jon, may neuer patie to the Srate of the ip 
jirofeffed of the Quier, and therefore they 
‘hay not learne to fing, read or write, nor 
wet may they bee taught to doe the fome. 
48. They may vie all religious freedome 
ith their Superiours, for which caufe they 
jay confidently repayre vnto them if they 
want any thing, or in their labours. finde 
em felues ouercharged aboue ther {treng- 
wes, and both Superiour as alfoe all the 
,p{t muft loue them as their moft deare Si- 
ers, and carry them felues towards them 
_all Charitie, benevolence, and true Jo- 
yng, affection. alree 
9° 1f at. any tyme the Nouices bee: fene 
jy their Miltrefle, or the Profeffed of the 
uiar by the Superiour to ferue inthe kir- 
ping or fuch like places, the Conuerfe 
yjutt foe feeke to dire& them in their la- 
purs, that withall they carry them felues 
awards them with all religious gentleneffe 
gimilitic and difcretion, neither may they 
fe more vpponthem then is meete in their 
oceedings or {peeckes, but they muft with \ | 
veetnefie teach them, when they fee any ie 
‘ing worthy tobee amended in them, but | 
/ thofe things which ‘appertayne not to |) Ae 
cir Offices, lett them in forme their Su- | 
periours Be 
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periours of them. 
ro. Let them auoyde all bitterneffe amor! 
them felues, bot rather lete them feeke || 
nourish that mutuall charitie, which bi 
feemeth them, lett them behaue themf 
wes with all obedience towards their: $/ 
periours, Whom they muft reuérence ; 
moft humble mannet, the Religious oft 
Quier they muft honour and refpe& eac 
one according to that Eftate where injsh 
is. 
tr. They mi bee very dilligent ‘ar 
Wwarry that there happen noe danger }| 
their Fyre or Candle in the places. of the 
Offices, they muft fee that-all things bi| 
neaté andcleanely, they muft hane a noa! 
ot all fuch things as are deliueréd ‘to the? 
vie and Cuftody , that they may make a dij 
accompt and reckoning of all things whe 
itshall bee required ofthein. 
12. They muft bee verycatefull and d}} 
ligent that nothing bee vnprofitably watt 
of {poyled intheir Offices, they muft alf} 
bee very great loners of Pouerty, andin 3 
the places of their aboursthey mult {pea 
very {paringly, and forthe moft parte | 
things neceflary, and then they mutt {peal} 
with a fabmiffliue and lowe Voyce. | 
i! . TE}. 
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Tike SECOnD PARTE. 
THE XVIL .CHAPTER. 


Mf thofe that are admijted in to the Mos 
| waftery to receaue the Habite, and 
4  tomakebolyVowes, and Pro- — 
—_ fefSion of Religion. 


S the Conditions and difpofitions 
| of thofeare, that are admitted into 
Whis Congregation , fuch alfoe will the 
Ivhole Congregation bee, therefore with 
§reat choyce muftthey admitt fuch as offer 
jhemfeluesto the Congregation, left by ad- 
Jnitting fuch that are ynfitetheir {pirituall 
progreffe and vigour of difciplyne falland 
piccay: 
| 2. Therefore they aré-efpecially to bee 
iidmitted into this Congregation, y hoe haué 
Piué fome shew or proofe of their Vertuous 
iife , in the places of their education and 
Former Conuerfation, and whofe reputation 
fwas alwayes held for good, whyle they li- 
fued in the World. 

# 3. Theythat are hotablydefeGiue either 
in-body or mynde may not bee admitted; 
APS E nor 
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nor they that are in danger of continual 
fickiet » the Abbeffe and the Conuen 
mult bee Indges whether they bee in thef 
things defe@iue: but yet where there ma’ 
bee any doubt or queftion, they mutt feek 
for the Counfayle of thofe, whole Iudgmen 
and experience may affift them in theft 
Miatters. 

4- Widdowes , Sifters ,or fuch'as ari 
heere of bloode,may not bee receauied with 
Out great, Caufe, nor they very ecafely 
Whoe haue had gouerment ouer others in 
the world,and were fubordinate to none 
becaufe fuch are not gouerned but with 
great difficultie. 

5+ They chatare entred intothe lawful] 
bond of Matrimony,although they haue not 
confummatedthe fame; may not obtayne 
admittance without very great waryneffe 
and deliberation , nor they whoe haue 
beene fulpeGed to take vppon them this 
State of life, by the hard and vnkinde vfa- 
ge and dealing of their Frends, wherefore 
if any fuch shall enter,and shall conceale 

thefe things , they muft know that they 
cannot continew in the Monattery,ifthefe 
things doe afterwards come to light; but if 
the Conuent shall fee any fomewhat con- 
ftrayned here vnto, and proceede after wards 
a tet according 
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)Atcording to a true and an affured fpiritt 
| of Religion, shee may bee admitted. after 
shee hath yealded due préfe and experi- 
| menteof her fincere Vocation. 
6. Shee that is vnlawfully begotten orig 
held for fuch, ought not to bee admitted, 
except fome reafon of efpeciall moment 
| may bee alleadged for her, which reafon 
| mutt bee aproued by the moft Voyces of 
the Religious, before shee bee ‘permitted 
to enter in. | 
| 7. Shee that is in debt of in Proceffe, 
|May noc enter, vntill the debe bee payed, 
and the Proceffe ended, 

& Shee that hath receaued the Habitt of 

|another Religious Order, or hath liued in 
any Monaitery of this Order, that obferue 
|not thefe Statutes and hath there receaued 
the Habite of Religion may not bee taken 
into this Congregation, except yppon moft 
Amportant Reafons. 
9» None may eafely bee receaned that 
are aboue feuen and twentie yeares old, yet 
if they bee fuch that are expert in reading 
and fong, and are knowne to bee of ftrong 
jand healthy bodys, they may bee admitted, 
although they bee thirty yeares ould. 

10. For as much as the impediments of 
thofe that feeke to enter among you may 

Aaah Bg bee 
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bee often very fecrett, and hard ‘to beé 
knowne, lett her that offereth her felfe to 
this Congregation bee demaunded, if shee 
haue any fuch impediments, whether shee 
bee able to pafle with the common dyett, 
whether shee bee often or feldome !ficke, 
and what fickneffé that may bee, of what 
health or ftrenght shee findeth her felte 
for the préfent, whether their parents had 
any difeafe, which may bee feared to bee 
hereditary vnto her, whether shee bee {ub- 
ie& to any Obligation yppon any contract 
whatfoeuer, whether shee hath. publikely 
celebrated any fpowfales!, or plighted het 
promife of mariage to any man, ofall which 
the Congregation muft bee planely and per- 
ticulerly informed. 

11. Further more shee muft bee demaun- 
ded what it was that induced herto haue 
this defire, why shee rather defireth to bee 
in this Conuentthen of another. If perhap- 
pes, for that shee hath here of her kindred, 
ar fome Sifter, or Cozens in the Congre- 
gation, who might much inclyne herhere 
wnto, or for the place, Country, or Educa- 
tion, moreouer it muft Bee inquired of hee 
whether shee bee content to bee ymployed. 
in the bafer- fort of labours, and to bee 
Perperamy Sxcicilvd irks Mase 
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her State and degree, whether shee bee 
lrefolued to endure thofe things which may 
helpe to bring herto homilitie, patience; 
land contempt of her felfe, what qualities 
Ishee hath, what difficulties shee hath fuf- 
fred in making her Refolution, finally what 
shee hath to difpofe of, and what farisfac- 
tion shee hath giuen to her Frends, out of 
all which, if the Abbeffe and Priorefle 
( whoe are both feuerally to examine thofe 
that would enter ) can draw any thing thae 
may feeme worthy of great deliberation, 
they shall remite irto the Iudgement ofthe 

whole Conuent. | 
12. They that after their entrance giue 
litle hope of theit good proceeding in Spir- 
ritt, muit bee difmiffed in good tyme, but 
with great Charitie, but they that yeald 
fome hope , and yet mot foe certayne and 
affured as may bee wished , ther clothing 
vacilt rhe Con- 


uentis not bound vppon Charitie to retayne, 
}and mayntayne fuck among then, wihoe 
mayrather bee burthen vnto them then 
tharthey are liketotmake that profirin {pi- 
rit which they should. 

12, Acertayne number of Religious as 
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alfoe-of the whole family-niultbee appoyn- 
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78 THE SECOND ParTE 
ted, according to their certayne temporal 
meanes and Reuenewes , neither may they 
admitt more thentheir OrdinaryReuenewes 
or Almes are able well ro entertayne and 
nourish. 

14. None may bee admitted to bee either 
of the Quier, or a Conuerfe, vppon indif- 
creete pitty and Compaflion ; as neither that 
perfon onght to bee admitted to bee of the 
Conuent, whoe hath nota mynde to wnder- 
goe, and endure what focuer is according 
to Religion. 3 

15- TheSchollers muft haue a Vayledeli- 
weredthem, before they can bee permitted 
to come to the Quiar, or Refeory as alfoe 
a certayne kinde of habitt conuenient to 
the ftate and Vocation. 

16. Such as are admitted muft ordinarely 
haue a whole yeare before they receaue the 
holy Habitt of Religion , if it happen other- 
‘wile that this tyme bee either preuented or 
prolonged, lett the Conuent approue. the 
Caufe andReafon, that afterwares it may 
not happen to bee turned in to a Cufto- 
me. 

17. Shee that is admitted may not vrge, oF 
bee to erneft to receauethe Habitt, but lert 
her onely shew her propenfion, and good 
defireto proceede in her holy one, and 
Cane 
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| 
jleaue the reft to the difpofition ofthe Con- 
yuent. 
} 18. Theyshall admitt none to receaue the 
holy habitt of Religion, before shee bee 
itwelue yeares ould, nor may they permite 
jher to make her Profeflion before shee 
Jbee fixreene yeares old full compleate 
jaccording to that which is decreed in 
ithe holy Counfayle of Trent, in the twentie 
\fiftSeflion and in the fourth Chapter ; and 
| ordinarily lett nonebee receaued, that after 
| two yeares cannot make her Profeflion. 

19.. The Schollers and Novices mutft liue 
in filence feperated from the reft, at left for 
the fpace of eight dayes before their Cloa- 
thing and Profeflion that they may ferioufty 
and maturely confider of the greatnefle of 
the matter they are to take in hand; againe 
after three dayes are expired after their cloa- 
thing, they muft retourne to their former 
‘filence, for at left eight dayes more , that 
they may wellponder and caft with them, 
by what meanesthey may beft with fruyte 
vie rhatbenefitt of god his holy Grace and 
fauour which hee hath bettowed vppon 
them and howthey may Zealonfty accom- 
plish thofe things, which to the honor and 
feruice of God they had before purpoled 


and determyned with themfelues. 
E 4 20. The 
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Hy |i 20. The place of Recreation for the Schollerg: 
| and Nouices muft bee different from thag 
Pi ie Hat ofthe profeifed;neither yet may they conuer- 
au fe wih thafe, whoe although they liueip the 
Pe Monafiery , yet arenotthere With intention 
| and purpole to bee Religious, except for 
TL fometyme the Abbefle prdayne otherwile, 
PH ti a1. They muft not ordinaryly bee admitted 
ie to make their Profeflion before they bee 
iL eizhteene yeares ould, although reafon may 
H fometyme perfwade the contrary; as when 
their lugdments and forwardnetfe may fup- 

ply the defect oftheir yeares, and shee tha! 

| after the yeare of her Probation is found vn- 

M fict muft bee difmilfed. | 
22.. Alithe Religious muftreceaue from 

the Milftris of the Nouices information, con- 
cerning the difpofitions, Vertues, afid apt- 
nefle, of the Schollers, and Nouices, efpe- 
cially when ot! erwile they cannot haue {uf- 
ficient notice and knowledge thereof; But. 
44 as touching the Conuerfe Sifters, they matt 
mM inquire ofthe Celarier , concerning what 
i foeuer may occur touching them. ~ © | 
23. When the Religious deljberaregmong : 
themfelues in Chapter concerning the ad- | 
miiflion of anyeither tothe habiti or profef- 
fiom the Silter or kinfewoman of the parry 
i wit. duthe third degree (yea although itbee | 
HW : : the 
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the Abbeffe her felfe ) may not bee prefent, a 
fis neither the Miftris of the Nouices, or Cel- ih ae 
larier , whyle the Religious doe there debate 
mong themfelues concerning thofe that 
are vnder their feuverall charges, yet they i 
muft bee prefent when by balloting they Hi 
all are to deliuer their fuflragesand Voyces. 11a 
The Su ffrages of the Religious for thofe thar : 
bre to bee admitted for cloathing or Profef- 
ion , muftnot bee deliuered by writing , buc 
by Bowles, and theythat are to bee admitted 
muit haue more then halfe the Voyces of the 
Couent,and theCouent mutt siue thefe thei 
Voyces fome fix Weekes before their Cloa- 
thing ad Profetlio, but efpecially before the 
Profeflid,that the LordBishopp or his deputy 
may bee certifyed in firt ryme of tote thara- 
reto beeadmicted,thar hee may examyne thé ee 
according to that whichis decreed inthe fife | 
ad twetySelliod ofthe holyCounfell of Trent, e. 
| 24. They muft difpote of al things thar a 
any Wyle appertayne vnto them , before ihe. 
the day of their Profeffion, and if the y shall 
mot bee found firryallwhat foeuer vias any 
wayes beftowed vppon the Monaitery muit 
bee rendredto them backe againe, asinthe 
holy Countayle of Trent, in the 25.Seffion | 
and 16. Chapter is ena@ed. 1 
25. Atverthe Profeflion the Miftris shall | 
| By in 
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74 THE SECOND PARTE. 
informe the Prioreffe of their natures anc 
difpofitions , foe farr forth as it is conuent: 
erit for her to know them, and after thei! 
Nouitiate shee shall ordinarely leaue ther 
to the Prioreffe to difpofe of them and tc 
bee fubie@ ‘vnto her in all things, in fuct 
fort as the reft of the Profefted for the Quie! 
are. 

26. If at any tyme young Children bee 
receaued into the Monaftery. for their eda 
cation, let thar bee done with great choyce 
and in regard of a greater good, and whofe 
good education (in regard of thofe thing: 
which paffe in Religion ) may proug to. ad- 
uance them to a greater good: they‘may not 
bee receaued before they are feuen yeare: 
old,and they may not bee retayned in the 
Monaftery atter they are paft fifreene, they 
maynot bee admitted with any burthen to 
theMonattery, excepted it bee otherwife fuf 
ficiently prouided for. 

27. Whylethefe Children liue in the Me- 
naftery they may not bee curionfty cloathed 
or adorned , butthe Habitt which they are 
to vfe muft bee decent , and fitly beefee- 
ming the place;/they may not conuerfe 
withthe Schollers, Nouices, or Profefied, 
butas the Lady Abbeffe and Prioreffe shall 
giue them leaue, neither may they se Or 
Naug 
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laue any Conuerfation with fuch as come 
into them from abroade, and when this 
latter shalbee permitted them, lettthem doe 
{ at acertayne Grate, that muft bee pecu- 
iarely appoynted for them, andthey muft 
illwayes haue there fome graue Religious 
irdinarely to accompany them, andto bee 
prefent withthem. 
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THE FIRST. CHAP: 
+ Of tle Vifitor ; and Vifitation of 
the Mouaftery. 


y. $32 HE Abbeffe with her Con” 
: sgrient shall propofe to the Bis= 

: i<hopp , that hee-would vouch 
PRT FE to appoynte and conititure 
fome one Vifiror of the Monaitery, whofe 
authoritie shall wholly in all things des 
pend of the Bishopp; and the Place of his 
ordinary retidence muftbee atthe moftout 
one dayes lourney from the Monattery, and 
y he muifyearely make a ification of the mo- 
| naftery andthat mutt bee within the Feafts 
1 of S. lohn Baptift, and of the Aflumption ‘dit 
ot the bleifed Virgin Mary, if it can poili- ie) 
‘bly. bee foe. i) 
2. Af at any tyme the Vifitation cannot 
bee made at the ordinary appoynted tymes, 
othe Abbeffe shal] certify the Conuenrofthe 
) bindrance,and whenthe tyme of the Vifita- 
tion approacheth; shee mutt vie that fo; me 
Of writing to the Vifitour wh 
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| 3. The Conuent muft choufe one thatis 
aa skillfullinthe pra@ife of Religion, and is 
Pe a Religions man, who may affitt at the Vifis 
Hii tation. And becaufe the Abbefle is likelyeft 
beft to know who may bee moft  fitt 
for this purpofe, after shee hath deliberated 
ey of the matter with her Affiftants, shee shall 
ai | \ Hat propofe two or three to the Conuenr, Jea- 
mii uing free vnto them to chafe oneof them 
ae or fome other , as may feeme meeteft to 
ae them. | 
4. During the Vifitation all muft yeald 
their accuftomed obedience tothe Abbeffe,, 
and other Superiors, in thofe things that ap- 
pertayne to ordinary difciplyne, neither may 
they require ofthe Vilitor leaue to doe any 
thing before they haue firft warned the Ab= 
beffe thereof. | i 
5. The Abbefle muft deliuera noate of 
allthe names of her Religious and Family 
tothe Bishopp or Vifitor, when hee com- 
Bein | meth to vifitt, and shee muft write downe 
mi} what Office, cuery onebeareth inthe Mo- 
> naftery- ; 
6, Tothe end that every one with ber- 
ter aduife may declare to the Vifitor their 
mynds , and difficulties, they shall deliver 
vnto him in writing what they would fay 
vntohim. And all muft haue tree accefle 
to 
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to the Vifiror , that in any fort appertayne 
Sto the Monaftery. Butthey that cannot wri- 
te, may explicate to him their myndes by 
tword of Mouth. 

§ 7. They shall auoyde and fly all kinde 
Gof exegerations in thofe things that they 
Pwrite and propounde, and they shallonely 
Amake a naked Relation of the matter, and 
they mut maturely ponder with themfel- 
hues , whether their Superiors could not ha- 
ue fufficiently of themfelues amended and 
(reformed thofe things which they declare 
Avnto the Vifitor or whether at lealtwile 
#the Superiors vnderftoode the cafe, thatthey 
might thereby haue prouided fome remedy 
Bfor it 
| 8. Thofethings that are to bee confer- 
fred about whith the Vifitor (befides that 
which of himfelfe he may enquire or exa- 
men ) may bee reduced to thefe heads. The 
idefe&ts of good obfernationof the Rule, or 
| Statutes, thofe things that belong to Chafti- 
tic, Poverty, Obedience, and Claufure. to 
much Conuerfation with feculer people, 
danger of fcandale , occalion eithér offered 
or permitted of breach of peace , and dif- 
funion of myndes, want of neceflaryes for 
Itheir life and dyett , comming from 
ithofe whoe of duty should haue mad due 
i Aen 3 prouis 
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prouifion , vnprofitable expences and exs! 
celle in anything : notable defe@es in the! 
Abbefle, ghottly Father, Chaplaynes,or in 
the reit of the Superiours, Officers , and 
whatfoeuer els may feeme to bee great 
ly hurtfull to the good of the Monatte- 
ry. | | 
g- .The bookes of accomptes, and the’ 
fome of the Prouifionthey have made,muft 
bee shewed to the Vifitor, as vnto him ale! 
foe mult bee declared , whar is leit ; and| 
in svhat manner and by whofe ayde and, 
affiitance, more ouer hee mutt fee the Or-. 
ders left them by former Vifitours ,and ef& 
pecially thofe of the laft Vifitation (if any, 
thing were left in writing )all which their | 
Orders and Ordinations are to bee commit-| 
tedto writing , but.yet they may ‘not bee. 
loyned to the Siatutes , becaufe they are to 
bee thought onely fuch things,‘ as are onely | 
accommodated to certayne tymes and pere| 
fons. ! | 

10. Ifany would deliuer her Complaynte 
tothe Vilitor, letc her fee that shee doe. 
it vpponagood ground, freing her mynde| 
from all Pailion, and shee muft onely mens) 
tion thole things that are of moment. If 
anything bee found to bee deuifed, or to) 
difcouer in them any notable Paffion , the) 
oficndor)| 
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poffendor muft expe& a good Pennance 
#( which the Vifitour is to impofe ) accor 
Bding to herdefertes. 
§ it. Ifany Complaynte should bee deli- 
§uered vpp againftthe Abbeffe , or any of 
gche Superiors ,or of the Religious, the accu- 
fed may neither dire@ly or indire@ly, goe 
Wabout to finde out the ‘Anthors of the fayd 
§Complaynte; neither mayshee shew any fi- 
igne of anyereife or difguft againt any, if 
gby any circumftances she may thinkethae 
@she haue difcouered the Atthor there- 
Jof. hte | 
S 12. When the Vifiror entreth in te the 
iinclofure the Abbeffe; Priorefle,and Af_i- 
tants shall allwayesaccompany him , why- 
Je there hee remayneth , neither may they 
sconceale any thing from him, which hee 
loughtto fee, or wherewith hee ought to bee 
lacquainted. 
| 13. None may tell vnto any other any 
thing that the Vifitor inquired of her ;or 
Bwhere of hee examined, neithershallshee 
ificnify her fufpicion of any thing that 
Hwas fayd, ordone withthe Vilitor, and if 
iby any meanes the fayings, or doings of 
lorhers shall lappento come to her know- 
Hedge , shee may not bewray it to any other; 
except the Vilitor giue Ler leaue , vnder 
A 4 payne 
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: i | i | payne of being difabled to all offices after- 
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Vit wards and of other punishment which the 
| Vifitor shall pleafeto enioyne. 

14. What foeuer shallbee fuggefted or 
ordayned by the Vifitour the Abbeffe and 
Conuent muft receane with due reuerence: 
| neither may theydire@ly or indireGly make 
ais their recourfe toany other feculer or eccle-! 
“ial fiafticall perfon , but to him felfe or his| 
mii Affiftant ( before named ) or tothe Bishopp,| 
or his Superior ; and if at any tyme any, 
shall dare to feeke for remedy of thofe! 
things , that belong to the Office of the Vi-| 
aa) fitour and Bishopp , by feeking to any fe-. 
| culer or Ecclefiatticall Princes,or Magiftra-| 
~~ | tes, the Abbeffe and Conuent shall iudge | 

and condemne fuch for vnguictt perfons, 

for as much as they trouble the common 

peace of the Conuent , and foe punishthem 

byfeparating and debarring them fromthe 
Conuerfation of the reft. 

P| 15. If any ofthe Profefied would at any 

| tyme write tothe Bishoppor Vifitour,shee 

shall have free liberty to doe the fame, and | 

shee may deliuer her letters ro the Thourier, | 

who may not ( vnder payne of lofle of a&ti- || 

ue and paffiue Voyce for ever, and ofother) 

punishments which by the Chapter may bee} 

enioyned her.) difcouer to any, thar euer) 

sheey 
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thee receaued any fuch letters to bee ad- 
iircfled vnto them, except the Religious that 
leliuered them vnto her, doe leaueit inher 
‘rreedome and difcretion; whatshee recea- Bi 
aed to bee fent vnto them, shee mutt fee that i ip 
d-hee deliuereth toa fayth full Meffenger, or | 
go him whoe is efteemed fuch an one, foe that | 
yc will not bee likely that the fending of I | 
@uch letrers will euer come to the notice 
yof the Superiors, or of others by his meanes. 

y 16, Neither may the Abbeffe or any 
gother Superiors either Direély , by any 
awayes , lignes or ourward shew of Coun- 
wtenances, hinderthe free writing of their 
§Religious to their Superiors ( to witt the 
/Bishopp or Vifitour ) vnder payne of fuf- 
fpention from their Offices, and other grea- 
ter penalties to beeinflicted on them by the 
)Bishopp. : 
: THE If. CHAPTER. 


lof the Family of the Monaftery and of 
| fuch a line out of the Inclofure, 
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| f. oP EE Monaftery mut haue for their ie. 
| A Ghoftly Fathers fuch as are mo- I |i $a 
deft , prudent, and learned , and firft the i @ 
‘Conuent mut bee well informed of their I 
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A fuficiency’, Vertue , and honefty before 

aT | they are ro bee admitted ;-alfoe their t has 
Vand playnes, Phifitions , and Chirurgions, muft 
Hi | ‘bee of modett life and good fame. | 
Vit 2. The Conuent mut entertayne, noé 
feruant that isnot modeft , or is noted for 
































| HH | i} | would. 


feflion and the holy Communion once eue- 


Abbetfie, Vifitor, or the Cellarier. 


the family: that all occafion of ili fulpition 

and badd toungs may bee wholly také away. 

5. Hee that is chofen for the Steward or 
Procurator of the Monaftery by rhe.Con- 

4 uent, mult beefuch aone, asis graue,godly, 
prudent , and hee muit not bee charged | 

with wife , or Children , hee mui dilli-| 

gently attend to the Affayres of the Mona- | 


with the good edification of fuch abroade j 
as hee dealeth with all and thé Abbeffe and! 









ity, t 


| any perticuler cryme, ‘or in his apparell 
TH and outward cariage is lighter then reaton | 


3. Allthefe Seruants muft goe to Con: | 


ty Moneth, and they muft obferne all fuch 
Ordinances, as they shall receaue fromthe 


4. Noe woman of what focuer Stare, 


dignitie or Condition shee may bée, can 
bee permitted to line or dwell with thofe of | 


i} 


fiery , procuring ftillthe proffitt thereof, | 


the Conuent mutt bee affured of his hone- | 
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Wty, and fidelitie, in thofe things that are 
ommitted to his care and difpofition. 
) 6 Hee muft bee obedient in all things 
ko thofe Officers that haue authoritie from | | ie 
‘he Abbefle to commaunde him, and hee | ae 
muft haue fome certayne howers, where | 
in hee mult repayre vnto them, but elpe- ii 
cally to the depoiitair, and Cellarier, ynto 
Whom ihe care of the dayly prouifiones 
doe principally belong. 
| 7. Hee mutt haue a booke where in hee 
is to tert downeall his receipts and expen- 
es, andonce a weeke hee muft receaue of 
the depotitair, that which shall foffice for 
the neceilary prouifions ofthat weeke; and 
Jwhen hee receaueth any money, hee muft 
Hdeliuer her a Bill where in hee ‘shall ace 
knov ledge the receipt and for what vfe hee 
Teceaued 1t & 
| 8. Hee is to vnderftand that heecan take mn 
Pnothing vppon creditce, without the leaue @ 
jof the Abbeffe delivered him in Writing, LS 
jexcept for fome matter of lide moment, | 
fand hee shall incontinently pay for whar 
thee receaueth, or take care that it bee payd, | 
neither may hee euerbee debtor foraboue La 
itwentie Florens , except the Abbeffe and 
idifpofitayre bee confenting there vnto. in 
| 9 If hee shall receaue any money due | 


to 
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hee muft deliuer it vpp prefently to the de 
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| 


| 
to the Monaftery, vppon what title foener 








pofitayre and of her receaue an Acquittan, 
ce for the receipt there of. 

10. Hee may not vndertake noe Proceff 
or call any into law without theknowled: 
ge of the Abbeffe and Conuent; and if art 
any tyme hee shall vndertake any fuch mat 
ter, hee muft demaund the Counfayle of 
fuch as are skillfull, whofe aduife hee may 
follow, and before any Suytes bee’ com- 
menced (hauing firft acquainted the Supe-| 
riour there with) lett him offer to put the 
matter to agreement, and Compremife. 

11. Hee muft often render an ‘accompt 
to the Abbeffe of thofe things, where in 
hee dealeth, and hee muft like a good 4nd 
faythfull Seruant in forme her of all fuch) 
things, as hee thinketh wilbee profitable, 
for the Monaftery, and hee muit luggelt, 
vnto her at what tymes all Prouifions are 
co bee made, that by thefe meanes; Cofts 
and Charges may bee moderated; and lett 
him fee that what hee buyeth bee good, 
and profitable for the Monattery. ; 

12. Hee shall certify the Abbelie of whar-| 
foeuer hee findeth to want neede of repa=) 
ration; and if hee shall thinke any thing fitt) 

to bee fould, or otherwile to bebdal oye | 
erg 
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Pett him not attempt any fuch thing with- 
ur her knowledge, or in leffer matters, 
Nvicthout at leait the knowledge of the de- 
pofitayre . 

13. Lett none bee admitted to eate with | a 
Hhe Chaplaynes or Seruants without the i 
(Confent ot the Abbeffe, who mutt not grant 
Wafely hofpitalitie to feculer people ( except 
Home finguler obligation require the fame) 
ind then lett it bee done in fome place 
Myvithout the Bowndes and Circuit of the 
Monaftery, where notwithftanding due re- 
dard and care muft bee hadd of religious 
Frugalitie. 
| 14. The Steward muft not permit that 
ny thing bee vnprofitably {pent and con. 
fumed, and if any thing bee ouerplus, lets 
him take care that it bee brought backe 
Wigaine, to bee kept for thofe vies the Su- 
beriors shall approve; and hee muft haue Hi 
jae of all the Seruants, and mutt dilligently nh) 
fee that euery one doe their duty and that Ss 
they line not idlely. 

} 15. At what tyme foever hee requireth 
bf the depofitayre any Originall Writings, | a 
Xegilters, Charters, or other Inftruments, 
rete him fete downe in writing that hee 
‘eceaued them from her ,vppon fuch aday, i 
which writing shee mutt deliuer againe | 
vnio 
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vnto him, when hee hath reftored the affore 
fayd things. | 


THE~- Ill. CHAPTER. 


» Of befiowing and letting the Goods 
of the Monaftery. a 


‘ 
| 


a V Hatfoeuer is giuen to the Monae 
V _tteryes vile, through the pioas li- 
beralitie of good people, is to bee efteemed | 
as applyed to Chrift our Lord, or to -the 
_ Religious as his poore membres, that there. 
by being freed from allicare of temporall | 
miattets , they may the better artend fo, the) 
Seruice of his diuine Matefty; and there- 
fore they mutt interprett that whatfoener?| 
temporall goods they have, or. receaue,they, | 
muit imploy in fuch fort as may beftftand). 
with the honour of God, and may feemall 
to bee moft agreable to the intention of 
the giuers. 3 | 

2. Ifthe Rents of the Monaftery , and || 
donations of good people should grow tol, 
that greatenefle , that, (the number of the! 
perfons liuing in the Monaftery, and thel 
dificulties Which may happen well conti< 
dered ) they may feeme fuperfluons or no | 

necel§ 
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Weceflary , nor decent for a Religious State; 
yen the Abbeile with the content of the 
‘onuent may apply. them to fome pious 
ifes, as to the fultentation of poore. fami- 
ies, bringing vpp of poore Schollers in 
earning and all fuch like godly workes, as 
nay beft aduancethe good of Religion and 





eruice of God. 
3. The Abbeffe her felfe and by her 
vwne.authority, may difpofe ofthofethings 


hat are of leifer valew, or giue fome things 


yo way of graticude',yet shall shee fete do- 
whe in abooke , what, to whom) and to 
Wwhat.end, shee hath giuen any thing, that 
ft may bee she wed tothe Vilitor ifit should 
jeeme neceflary. 

..4 The Abbeffe may norgiue vppon co- 
lour and pretext of Seruice done, more then 
Juflice beefeeming a Religious State may 
act. And if at any tyme any peculier 
vonfideration bee to bee had of fome perti- 
suler perfon, and that fome notabte thing 
isto bee added to his wages , lett that bee 
lone by the confentefihe Convent. 

| 5: The Abbeffe’muf have inher keeping 
i Regifter of ali the Lord shipps; landes,and 
poiteflions of the Monaftery , and: of the 
yearely Reuenew whichshee draweth from 
uery,one of them, what was/ receaued 
| When 


eb 
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when they were laft let, Whether any poste 
fion bee lett for terme of yeares, togerheg 
with the names of fuch perfons as occupy 
them. | 
6. The Abbefle may not lett any poffefi 
fions of the Monaftery, without the confent, 
of the Conuent, whom shee muft in forme 
how much they yeald ycearely, and what 
the opinion of thofe that are moft practcall 
in fuch affayres is here in, and letr fuch 
men bee herd by the Abbeffe, Prioreffe,and. 
depofitary, Who are skillfall and of good 
ludgment in fuch affayres, that the Conuent. 
may bee the more fully informed, and foe 
may the better iudge there of, and let the 
Convent vie fuch perfons, whom none may | 
fulpe& that they will draw any thing to | 
their owne private lucre, and gaine, or to, 
the benefict of their Frends. 4 
+ 7. They muft vnderftand that noe Eccle-| 
fiafticall goods can bee'lettaboue the terme | 
of nyne yeares, without the obferuation of: 
fuch folemnities, as according to law are) 
required, in the alienation of the Churcly 
goods, neither may any letting bee renued| 
during the tyme of the former leafe, morel 
then for one yeare forthe Tythes, and atl 
moft for three yeares in refpe@ of: other 
profhitts, before the end of the Rent thay 
runnethy, 
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lanneth, neither may th ey ti take more the th 
|x Florens for an earneit penny, for ree 
Sewing of the fayd Rent. 
18. If any lettings of fuch arith should 
lee tiade DY anticipat ing the Rent. before 
land, they may noe Wwayes binde ie er Succel= 
burs , as is decreed in the rr. Chap. ofthe 2§3 
leflion of the Counfayle of Trent. Therefore 
# the Monaitery will lete forth their nd ef 
Hions forany long tyme , or bynde them(fel- 
es for any money receaued ; it mult bee 
Hone by them whoe according to laware 
Wble to grant it. 
ig: inthe Monaftery nothing may bee fitade 
ny the Religious to bee fould, except the 
bouerty wantor necel ffitie driue thé therethe 
|.vo. Iftheir Original) writings, Regifters, 
inftruments , atid monuments ‘should hap= 
sen through ouldneffe, Rottenneffe, or evill 
seeping to bee {poyled or corrupted,the Ab- 
pefle and depofitayre muft take Careto hane 

them aurhentic ally coppyed out,and well 
kept ,and if it happen that the fayd Hs 
lare to bee communicated or shewed to an Ly 
ett him teltify vnder hishand and writting 
what hee hath receaued ; neither rmay the 
Abbefie and depotir: ayre ¢ deliver Ee the 
fayd publicke Inftruments whithout the 
fonient bee alfoe aifenting there vnto. 


iz. Thole 
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r- Thofe that areto per vfe their writ 
ings mutt bee very fayth full, 
neity and fidelitietherema 
andthe Conuent muft han 
Frends whom they may \y 
neither is it conuenient 
their affayres and State, 


THE IV. CHAPTER, 


Of the tranflation of the Religious from 
one Monajiery to another. : 


. TT HE tranilation or change ofthe Re-| 

ligious from one Monaftery to ans| 
Other may not bee made, €xcept very great 
reafons perfwade the fanié: and the fayd 
reafons muft bee allowed by the Bishopp 
andby the Conuent , from whichthey are 
fent, as alfoe by rl 


ys aC 


Lparar | 

2. ale either dire@ly or indi=) 
Fectly : with any perfon about her owne| 
tranilarion s bur onely with her Superiors, | 
and thac., onely by propoti ne the matrer] 


¥ 
f 


nto hem,put noe Wayes V1 ging there vnto, | 
tna toc chey may leaue it in their full liber=§j| 
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ies te determyne therein, what they shall 
thinke good. 
1} 3- When any new Monaftery isto bee be- 
4gurin,icshall ly in the pow of the Abbeffe 
Jand Conuent to miake choyce of thofeperfons 
dthat are to bee enc ro the beginning there of. 
| 4. When any of the Religious are fentté 
fupply the want of another Monaftery, it 
Imuit bee done withthe confent of the Bis- 
ghopp , Abbeffe, andConuent, from whence 
they are caken , and when butone is granted; 
ishee shall have an other Religious to accom- 
pany her thither, and with her fome graue 
fmatrone ; with whom the fayd Religious 
may rétourne backe againe, if shee bee to 
¥retourne backe againe. 
gs; When they are to goe from one Mo- 
jnaftery to another, they muft receaue in 
Pwriting from the Bishopp, or the Vifitor 
Wby what way they are to pals neither may 
they goe out of thar way, and they mutt 
Pallwayes tepayre to the Relleions houfes 
| efpecially of their owne Order and Cone 
| gregation; if conueniently they may. _ 
| 6; The Religious that is fent from one 
| Monaftery to another of the fame Order 
| and Congregation, shall make her Vou of 
Obedience in Chapter to the Bishoppand 
| Abbeile where shee shall refide, andchere 
Bz shee 
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More pertection is fear to anouher, Monat 
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shee shall obferue all. the laudable Cufte 


mes‘of the fame place. 


7. shee that is fenc shall hane her place 
in the Conuentr according to the tyme o| 
her Profeflion, and shee shall participate| 
of all the priuiledges of the Monaitery ta 
which shee is fent;and if the day of het 
fall vppon the fame in which 
fome of the M ynattery were profeffed, the, 
profeifed of that Monattery shall prefide 
and have the Prioritie . | 

8. Shee.that is tranflated to another Mo: 
naltery may not {peake of any of rhe defeG@s 
of any of that Conuent from Which shee 
Was tranil ated, neither may shee extol] the| 
R< lisious of one ’¢ onuent, that shee may | 
Jeeme there by to detra@!or diminish any} 
thing from the Creditt of the Other, and if 
Shee perceaue any thing to bee in. vfe and| 
obleruation in the other Monattery, which) 
as not obferued in the Monaltery where| 
shee dwellech . shee may propofe. it to thei 
Vifitor, Abbeille, or Superior but shee may) 
neither dire@ly or indire@ly {peake there] 
of to the other Religious except. from the’ 
affore fayd Superj 


doe the fame 
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iOrs shee haue licence to]! 





that for her greater peace andj 
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piery ifshee trouble the peace and quiere 
of that pe asltary » and carry her ee in 

i trouble fome manner, shee muit bee fen 
B backe againe to her former Conuer ot, a hat 

I there the si superiours may foe di {pofe o! 

g asin our Lord they shall thinke bef for 
| her owne gaod, as alfoe- for the good of 
the Conuent. 


PHE- V.. CHAPTER. 


| Of the cwnion and Combination of the 
Monafieryes of this Cougregation 
among {t themfelues. 


Combination and vnion of dine 
. Monatteryes liuing vn de ‘rthe fan 
| Rules and Statutes doth make + ery 
| for the increafe of Religion, sood ¢ 
| | pline, and true Charity amonett thole that 
| liue in them; Therefore the Supe riours of 
ithe feuerall Mona: teryes of this Congrega- 
B tion muft endeavour to nourish among a the 
felues by their often mutuall cors ‘elpo N= 
dence, Writing, and letters this pious Gsat 
function and be affection; whereby 
jit will come to paffe that where asthe fe- 
werall Conuents of ihe Congregation v ill 
B make 
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Make one body among themfelues by mea- | 


nes of this Combination foe will they alfoe 


be made partakers of all’ thofe priuiledges, | 
graces and fuch like holy meritorious wor-_ 
kes, which the reft either loyntly or feue- 


rally doe enioy or exercife. 
2. Therefore thefe Monafteries liuing 


vnder the fame Ruleand Statutes shall heal- | 


pe and affift each the other , when they fuf- 


fer any neceflitie; as may happen through 


plagee, fier , vniuit perfecution, andthe like; 
yetthat mutt bee performed herein by each 
Monaitery , which by the Iudgment of the 
tight‘reuerend Lord Bishopp,'and Vifitor 
Shalbee appoynted and derermyned. 

3. When foeuer any Monaftery of this 


Congregation shall chance to bee. vniuftly | 


wronged or oppreffed, the reft shalbee obli- 
ged soyntely to defend their right, and inthé 
their common goodand they muft dilgently 
Jabor that what foeuer may appertayne ro 
the {piriruall or temporall good there of, they 
may by any good manner deliuer from the 
voluft affaults and oppreffions of others. 


4. The Religious by thofe Convents with } 


Whom they haue this Society, muft bee in- 


tertayned in their Monafteries.,, and they § 
shall bee fubie@& to the Abbeffe: or Supe= @ 


tior , foe long as they remayne therein. 
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|g; Wfany Religious in this forcintertayned 
Wi any Monattery, should chance there to 
Ind her lite, let that bee there performed 
oncerning her buriall, which is accuftomed 
‘lobee performed to thofe, that are refident 

nthe fame Monaftery ; Bur the Monattery 
rom whence sheecame, muft fullfill thole 
Maffes, and fuffrages for her Soule, whichit 
Noth for others. 

6. Whenin anyMonaftery ofthe Congre- 
sation an Abbefie isto bee-chofen, the other 
Monaftaries whoe shall haue notice of this 
tleGion, shall fing or caufe to bee layd a 
Malte of the holy Ghoitt for the fame; and 
the Superiours shall write one to the other 
lof the deceafe of fuch Religious as depart 
Ithis life in their feuerall Monatleryes, chat 
there by they may bee made partakers of 
ithe merits, and deuoute prayers of their 
}fellow Sifters. 
| 7. Who foeuer is chofen Abbeffe of any 
| Monaftery, muft with all conuenient expe- 
Idition write to the other Abbeties of this 
| Congregation; and shall offer them her afli- 
| ance in all thofe things,:hat may any wayes 

concerne the {pir:tuail and temporal! com- 
|mon good of the whole Congregation. 

|. 8. All the Monafteryes muft depend vp- 
| pon the fir Monaitery, from whence they 
ao) ee eee 
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Religious perfeGion )is done there in , the} 
reft muft follow and performe the fame 
framing and formi ngthemfeluesto the imis 
tation and gouernment there ofssic) Tat 

9. If any Monaftery by not obferuing | 
fully the Statutes shalbe notably altred,and| 
changed trom the firft, and foe from the} 
rett, It shall bee depriued and loofe all 
thofe priviledges , which -is enioyed by|| 
reafon of this Vnion, recept it recall and 

















feforme it felfe. 
10. df the firft Monaftery should notably || 
fayle in difciplyne and Spirrit (which God] 
for didd ) it shalbee deprided of the priuis 
ledge of priority ouer the reft;and the pris} 
Oritic shalbee transferred tothe fecond,and | 
if that should in like fort proue defedine | 
then it muft goe to the Third; and thus in | 
all the reft,; otherwife the prioritie mutt 
ftand according to the antiquitie of the Moe 4 
nafteryes, and of their yniom and Combis | 
Nation with the reft. 
11. Thefe are the Statotes and Conftti- §| 
éutions of this holy Congregation, compi- 
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Py 


Hed for the more perfe& and bett er obfer- 
M@yation and srl eing of themo oft holy Rule 


af the moft clorious father'and Patriarch 


Sainte “i N E PICT, whi ich all though 


hey oughr to bee of highe efteeme and 
authoritie a ith the Religious, and Children 





Hof this Sodalitie, and : confequently to bee 


jpracitely kept by them, foe farr forth as 
their divers and fundry regular’ imploy- 


Iments may require, or Occ -afion may bee 


qvery nature of the things, and reafc 


| 





the Rule and the Statutes W i 
pburtfany thing bee bro uohe i 


offered, yer t they impofe not further obli- 
gation vppon their Conf{ciences, then the 


tes 
~# 

pon 6 

et 


ifelfe shal require Of in force, yer hein 
greatly obliged‘in Confcience to obser 


a> 


ithofe indy thar are apy poy ntec d tor c} 


¥ 


: ithe Election and depofition of ihe Abbe 


be 


y PUA tO 


c 
= 
fete 


las alfoe cthofe rhings that concerne’ the 
ICorreGion of moft greucous faultes, whére 
by any may deferue to ‘bee feperared trom 
ithe Company of the reft; moreover _euery 


Hone ts obliged neuer to re qu wre Or to per 


Mitt that more liberty “bee adn Hitte 
I ye 
xe ! 
1, oF ‘p race 

ifed, which 1S noc f tr aqaowne in the Ko ile 
or Statutes, thar mufi bee to oreatel - per fece 


as, : , Oe Sor cha}! 
Btion and aulteritie;.and Ww sna 
‘tong to ike right 
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| | Wy | hopp , or Vilitor , to explicare the fen tal 
a and meaning of the words and Claufes cons) 
Li tayned there in, if there may happen any) 
| doubt or Controuerfy there ins to whofe | 
aie Verdid and Iudgment every one mutt ftand | 
i} in this matter; therefore er as much as all 
WwW the profeffed Religions in this Congregae- 
~ a tion ought to obferue all the Statutes ace 
it | cording to that fenfe and me aning which | 
| the Bishopp or Vifitor shall admitt (as hath | 
beene fayd) none may bee fuffered to ma 
ke their Profeffion amoug you, whoe shall 
REA not firft promife in the Chapter houfe( ace | 
ag cording to a certayne forme of writing 
a feet downe in the booke of Ceremonyes) § 
| that they will accept of any reformation, 
proceeding from the Bishopp corformable J 
and agreable to the Rule and Statutes, and J 
that they will not admitt any greater liber- | 
ty, then the-Rule-and statutes will permit, | 
and this their purpofe fere downe in writ- | 
ting they shall confirme with their owne | 
hand, and deliver it to bee kept in the pla; | 
ce of their other Principall writings and i 
| Monuments. | 


The End of the 
Statutes, 















THE STAIVTIES. 


|ATHIAS by the grace of 

BAVA | bod. and of the boly Sea Apo- 
— I ifolike Arch Bishopp of Machlin 

ito our Ywelbe lowed Daughters in Chrift 
the Abbelle and Conuent of the Blefjed 
Virgin Mary of the Order of St Beneaiét 
|refiding i in. the Citty. of Bruxelles fubiect 
ito us by ordinat we right beaith in our 
Lord. Although the 2 Rule of ‘the holy 
i Father Saint Bened Ri whic) you, pro- 
fel bee written, and fe! tt dovene with 
4 certayne Kinde of deyine prudence » 
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and ,wifedome , foe that it truly defer. 
act, and oucht to bee efkemed enen of 
it felje to bee an abjolute and perfect 
guide and directory of good life, to [uch 
as follaw the fame, Yet for as much as 
diners precepts there of are fome what 
generall , and therefore are diuer|ly 

underfioode, and obferued by diners, 

according to the dinerfitie of their naty- 

res, and Coustrayes , your piety’ and 

xeale of perfection was fuch , that you. 
made your bumble fupplication to the boly 

Father the Soneraigne Bishopp of Rome, 
that by us you might haue certayne’ 
Statutes and Conflitutions, in perticuler | 
de termining the fayd Rule , to bee by vs : 
deliwered to you, confirmed for you, and | 
by our Commaundment to bee impofed 
uppon you that (as by the motion of § 
Gods {piritt you vehemently defire) you | 
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| may by them bee directed to the exa&k 
Vand coniforme o bferuation of the fayd 
| Rule; But wee knowing right ‘well our 
| ovpne imperfection, would not trust only 
| £0 our feluisin shis matter, bet wee would 
| ufe the helpe and Counfayle of diners 
Hmen well feene and experienced in Mo- 
| nrafticall manner of life, for the beft com. 
piling of the efe Statuies, yea and wher 
they weve foe compiled , wee would not 
| foe haftely commaunde you to keepe them 
l except that fir(t you bad j fully rryed for 
|! more then the {pace of a whole yeare, 
hwherhere yourbumane and natural life 
| firmitie could obferue them ; after which 
your triall, when you had declared and 
| made knovne to vs your promptirude 
| and Willing myndes , wee thought good 
to confirme them by the authoricie of the 
| Joe! boly Fater delegated onto ws for 
t bis 
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this mater by a fpeciall Breue diretted 
to ws, a by thefe our prefent letters 
wee doe now confirme them; Commaun- 
ding both you, and all your Stcceffors 
to obferue and keepe them perperually 
and purely. In truth whereof Wee hie 
fubfigned and firmed thefe sith our band 
and Seale in Bruxelles the fenen and, 
—pwentith of Tuly Anno Dri. 1612 


Maruias Archiepifcopus 
Mechlinieniis, 
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oe. 
LG weBeBIH nner oe 


OT E that thewordesinter- 
liued in a divers Carecter are 
lonely obferued by this monattery 
of Gand, by grant of his lordshipp 

whoe atcleft for the prefent iudged it 
Fitter. For vs to finge our office ouet 
night and keepe onely one refectory 


though fome for health are ordained 
to eate Alesh when the comunity 


| eateth fish. 
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